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Autumn 2019 Newsletter  
 

Grants Awards 

Since 2014 we have awarded   
over eighty grants valuing 
more than £230k benefiting 
1000’s of people living in 
Strathglass and Glen Urquhart.   

Recently Tier 2 grant awards 
include  a  new  sound  loop  and  sound system for 
Cannich Hall; staff training at the Glen Urquhart Care 
Centre and a residential trip for S1 — S3 pupils from 
the High School.   

Throughout  the  year  the  Tier 1 (up to £500) grant  
programme is open.   

Tier 2 (£501 to £10,000) deadlines: 21st November 
and 20th February 2020.  

Tier 3 (£10,001 – £30,000) is  currently  closed  to  
expressions of interest.  

Our Apprenticeship Scheme aims to encourage local 
employers  to  take  on  a  modern  apprentice,  with 
funding available to support salary costs for up to 3 
years. The next application deadline is  28th October. 

https://www.soirbheas.org/apprenticeship-programme/  

 Heritage Project Cnocan Burraidh 

As they have secured funding 
from several sources, including a 
Tier 1  Grant from Soirbheas, 
The Glen Urquhart Community 
Council are delighted to take this 
project  forward. These  funds 
will be used towards restoration 

and survey work at this graveyard and marble         
monument, which covers 300 years of local history.  

Soirbheas are working in partnership with GUCC  and  
Historic Environment Scotland and have identified a  
series  of  activities  to  involve local children, groups 
and volunteers. So far, the nursery pupils have started 

finding out about timelines, changes in 
clothing and transport and have visited 
the site.   
P7 pupils from Glen 
Urquhart Primary 
have also visited 
the site to identify 
the grave markers 

and start on map work.  
 

Follow the history and activities on our web page 
https://www.soirbheas.org/cnocan-burraidh/  
or to get involved call Nicky 0784 278 1986. 

  Digital Skills and Broadband Update  

We still hear from people that are not confident in 
using the internet or their IT equipment so wanted 
to  share  this  one - to - one service offered by 
AbilityNet. Their volunteers provide free technology 
support to older people and disabled people of all 
ages. To learn more visit https://abilitynet.org.uk/at-
home or call freephone 0800 269 545.  
 
For  those of you living in the Struy area,  you  will 
be pleased  to  learn that  broadband  provider  
Broadway Broadband, are looking to extending 
their existing provision in Glen Urquhart to 
Strathglass.  
To learn more about their service  or to register an 
interest, see the information sheet on our website 
https://www.soirbheas.org/high-speed-broadband/ 
or contact them direct on 0141 465 8500. 
or call us on 0751 445 2783. 
 

Soirbheas Board Meeting Dates  
Thurs 31 October 2019 @ 7.30pm Craigmonie Centre  

Thurs 27 February 2020 @ 7.30pm Balnain Hall 

Drop-in Sessions from  6.30 –7.30 pm to discuss  

funding needs (prior to the board meetings).  

Developing Transport  
Solutions for the Glens 

 
We  have  been  very  busy  over  recent  months 
exploring  ways  to  improve  transport  across our 
communities and to decrease our dependency on 
the car (fossil fuels).  
 
Research has included: surveys, interviews, work-
shop, case studies and in August a consultation 
event was held.  The solutions being taken forward 
include  walking buses  (to schools),  development 
of  paths, ride  share, improved  public  transport  

information, more 
joined up services 
and  better  use of 
existing provision.  
The next stage is to 
start sourcing funding 
and implementation 
of the solutions. The 
first stage  of  this  
will  involve  sourcing  

funding for a Community Transport Hub.  
 
For  more  information  on all  the  solutions please 
visit our website https://www.soirbheas.org/

https://www.soirbheas.org/apprenticeship-programme/
https://www.soirbheas.org/cnocan-burraidh-heritage-project/
https://abilitynet.org.uk/at-home
https://abilitynet.org.uk/at-home
https://www.soirbheas.org/high-speed-broadband/
https://www.soirbheas.org/transportandenergy/


Are you a member? 
 

Membership is free and open to anyone 12+ who is a 

local resident.  Input from the members is important to 

ensure we remain in touch with what our communities  

need. If you are  already a member, please make sure 

we have your up-to-date contact details.  

Working towards a more vibrant, growing & greener community.  

How to get in touch 

Phone: Carol Masheter,  

Community Development Manager on 0751 445 2783 

Email: carolmasheter@soirbheas.org  

visit the website: www.soirbheas.org  

Or find us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter 

Strathglass Gala  

Latest Wind Farm Data  

New member on the team  
We welcome Nicky MacLennan, who joined   
our  wee  team  in  August  as   Assistant 
Community Development Officer; and wave 
a fond farewell to Jo Ellen who has taken 

on a new role at Fairburn Activity Centre. Nicky’s role 
will allow Soirbheas to provide  local groups and our 
community partners more direct support in developing 
their project. If you would like to learn how we could 
assist your group/organisation please get in touch with 
Carol on 0751 445 2783 or drop her an email: carol-
masheter@soirbheas.org  

Would you like to give something back 
to your community?  

Join our Team!  

It’s an exciting time for 
Soirbheas as we expand 
our activities to help make 
our  communities more 

sustainable.  But we depend on our volunteer board to 
help us on our journey.  
Three new board members are urgently required to 
assist us to continue the great work that we do in    
distributing funds and supporting local groups. If you 
think you could help then please consider joining us.  
We only hold ten meetings a year — with December 
and summer off.  
The  board  are  supported  by  an  experienced   
Community Development team who deliver day to day 
operations, administer meetings and manage the 
grants programmes. For an informal chat please    
contact Carol or one of our directors https://
www.soirbheas.org/soirbheas-vacancies/  

The Beauly and Glens  
Befrienders service, which 
supports isolated and lonely  
people,  is  now   up and 
running, with a dedicated 
Co-Ordinator based at the 
Care Centre.  

This  is  a  two  year  pilot  project  jointly funded  by 
Soirbheas and Beauly Cares.  
We are keen to hear from  people  across  the  area  
who  may  wish  to  be referred to the service or might 
have a family member that would benefit.  
 
We are also recruiting volunteers to act as befrienders. 
If  you  have  an  hour  or  so  a  week  to spare and 
are interested in learning more about befriending, 
please get in touch. No previous experience required 
just a friendly and caring disposition!  Training and 
support is available for volunteers, and travel costs are 
also offered.  To learn more please visit http://
www.glenurquhartcareproject.org/befriending/   
  
or contact Natasha tel: 01456 459 077 or 
befriender@glenurquhartcareproject.org  

OpenNESS 
Soirbheas is partner of  the Inclusive Community sub-
group of the Glen Urquhart PPG (Patients Participation 
Group) which is developing the OpenNESS  project.   
Did you know that across the UK,  11 million people 
are living with a long-term condition or disability,      
and only 20% feel able to go on holiday.  
The aim is to create a more welcoming, supportive and 
accessible community; encouraging all those who live 
and work in Glen Urquhart to have a level of under-
standing, knowledge and confidence to recognise and 
support individuals living with long-term conditions.   
To source the right methods of training we are asking 
businesses, groups and clubs to complete a short 
training needs survey. Planning is also underway for a 
pilot respite holiday offer during February, with the 
Clansman.  To find out more contact Nicky nicky-
maclennan@soirbheas.org 
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