
 
 

Potato Day 2018 Varieties - Descriptive List 
* = Organic, # = Black Isle / locally grown, (year introduced, parent x parent) 

 
First Earlies  
 
Accent  (1989, Alcmaria x AM66.42) 
Very early, high yielding, short oval, fairly waxy pale yellow flesh. Good flavour, 
excellent new potato, slug and partial eelworm resistance, RHS AGM. Highly 
recommended, does well in containers and polytunnel. 
 
Red Duke of York (1942, Duke of York variant) 
Floury and excellent flavour, but a big disadvantage: very susceptable to blight on 
both leaves and tubers. Red skin / yellow skin, pale yellow flesh, oval shape. Best 
fried, roasted, mashed or baked; boil carefully.  
 
Rocket (1987, F12/17 x D42/8) 
Along with Swift the earliest cropping potato available in UK. Round and white, 
decent crop of smaller tubers. Very good eelworm resistance 
 
Sharpe's Express  (1900) 
Another tasty one that's on the floury side. Rated as poor blight resistance but some 
I've grown have had surprisingly good resistance. Somewhat irregular oval shape, 
white flesh. Does well locally. 
 
Second Earlies 
 

Anya (1996, Desiree x Pink Fir Apple) 
A favourite boiled potato, slightly nutty taste. Less knobbly than Pink Fir Apple and 
has similar flavour; scrub, don't peel. Unimpressive plants, avoid shading with tall 
varieties, does well in some seasons but not others. 

 
Apache (2010, Stroma x S. phureja seedling) 
Attractive piebald red / white skin, roundish tubers, yellow flesh. Just scrub and roast 
– yummy. Steam rather than boil. 
 
Catriona (1920, McGill and Smiths seedling 10.264 A 10.612) 
Oval, quite floury pale yellow flesh, white with purple splashes round eyes - pretty. 
Good flavour and all round cooker. 
 
Charlotte * (1981, Hansa x Danae)  
Good flavour, high yielding, waxy, salad type. Very popular. Oval, yellow fleshed. 
 



Jazzy (2009, Franceline x Cupido)  
A tattie with its own website, apparently good boiled, steamed, crushed or roasted! 
Long oval, waxy, pale yellow flesh. 
 
Kestrel (1992, Solanum vernei x Cara) 
Pretty, tasty, high yielding, general purpose but slightly on the waxy side. Good for 
most uses, even roasts OK, and very good baked. White with purple eyes, light 
yellow flesh. 
 
Marfona (1975) 
Fairly waxy, short oval, pale yellow flesh, boils well. Buttery flavour and good size 
makes it a good baker. 
 
Maris Peer * # (1966, 120/13 x Ulster Knight) 
A good salad / boiling potato - especially if eaten soon after digging; popular, waxy. 
Oval, cream flesh. 
 
Nicola * (1973, Clivia x 6430 / 1011) 
Produces large number of uniform, smooth oval potatoes good for boiling. Good 
eelworm resistance. 
 
Early Maincrop  
 
Desiree (1962, Urgenta x Depesche) 
Bright red skin, high yields of big potatoes, good all round cooking qualities and 
Delia have made this a favourite. 
 
Highland Burgundy Red (old, unknown) 
Red inside! High dry matter, floury, possibly slightly sweet. Makes tasty, fluffy pink 
mash, fries well, roasts OK. Yields surprisingly well. A good potato. Long oval, red 
skin and flesh. 
 
King Edward (1902, Magnum Bonam x Beauty of Hebron ) 
The reference roasting potato but seems to be more suited to the south than here. 
 
Lady Balfour * # (2001, 8204 A4 x 15119 AC5 ) 
Vigorous, tall plants that do well in low fertility conditions, bred for organic growing, 
high yields. Good disease resistance, including partial double eelworm. Large oval 
white tubers with pink eye splashes. 
 
Maris Piper  (1963, (Sol Andigena x Ulster Knight) x (Arran Cairn x Herald) ) 
The chippies favourite but slugs like it, too. Good yields and flavour, excellent for 
frying and mashing. Oval, cream flesh, large tubers. Has many competitors. 
 
Rooster (1991, OP 2532 64 x Pentland Ivory) 
Started as a specialist crisping / frying variety but rapidly got noticed as a high 
yielding, floury, tasty potato. Excellent for frying and roasting, very good for mashing. 



OK for boiling. Oval, red skinned, yellowish flesh. 
 
Salad Blue (old, parents unknown) 
This one is blue inside, too! and has beautiful flowers. Not a salad potato - floury, 
good for mashing and frying, decent for roasting. Good cropper if blight doesn't get 
it. Roundish, blue skin and flesh. 
 
Setanta * (2004, Rooster x Brodick) 
A very good, floury, general purpose / roaster. Good blight and disease resistance, 
inherited its cooking qualities from Rooster, high yielding and pretty. Oval, red skin, 
light yellow flesh. Highly recommended. 
 
Record * (1932, various - possibly including Epicure)  
Dominated the UK crisping industry in its early days, high dry matter (floury) and 
very good flavour. Round oval, yellow skin and pale yellow flesh. Good mashed, 
fried and roasted. Moderate blight resistance. 
 
Late Maincrop  
 
Cara * (1973, A 25 19 x Ulster Glade) 
Tall plants, high yields of often big potatoes, short oval with pink eyes and cream 
flesh. Good all round disease resistance including eelworm and moderate blight. 
Slightly waxy, good general purpose. 
 
Kerr's Pink (1917, Fortyfold x Smiths Early)  
Perhaps the best roaster in my opinion. Floury, great for mashing and good for 
frying, too. Yields can be very good, big plant. Roundish, often deep eyes, pink 
flashes on white skin, white flesh. 
 
Sarpo Mira * (2003, 76 PO 12 14 268 x D187) 
The most blight resistant variety at the moment. Floury-ish general purpose, tubers 
can get big, high yielding. Stores exceptionally well, drought tolerant. Oval-ish, red 
skin, cream flesh. Flavour OK - can't have everything in one variety! 
 
 

Special thanks go to Transition Black Isle for 
assisting Soirbheas with sourcing seed 

potatoes for the Tattie Project. 


