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Soirbheas Grant Funding 
The Soirbheas grant programmes opens in April 2014 to 

receive the first round of applications.  To learn more 

about available funding please come along to one of the 

Grant Briefing Sessions:  

Cannich  Hall – Tues 25th March 2014 at 8pm  

Craigmonie Centre  - Wed 2nd April at 7.30  

The aim of the session is to give you an understanding of 

the three funding programmes, how to apply and what 

sort of projects will be considered. There will be time to 

ask questions; if you need further guidance to get your 

project off the ground you can also book a surgery with 

Carol the Community Development Officer to discuss your 

project. Places are free but must be pre-booked; to book 

please  see the on-line form at www.soirbheas.org or email 

info@soirbheas.org. 

Full details of the grant programmes including application 

forms and deadlines are available at www.soirbheas.org  

Changes at Soirbheas 

Staff Changes - We welcome on 

board Carol Masheter, our new 

Community Development Officer, 

Carol will be working  4 days a 

week and can be contacted by 

email:              

 carolmasheter@soirbheas.org   

 

Thanks go to Donna Green, our outgoing CDO for all her 

hard work, but not farewell as Donna has joined the 

board as a director from 1st March 2014. 

 

Board Changes – New directors: Julie Parsons,            

Alan James and Donna Green. Resigned: Ian Campbell  

and Mathieu Oosterwijk. 

One step closer to High Speed Broadband 

Soirbheas has been working with Community Broad-

band Scotland (CBS) towards making next generation 

broadband a reality for Glen Urquhart and Strathglass. 

We recently  received funding from CBS to commission 

a report to gather data on our    communities, including 

existing broadband and mobile usage and perfor-

mance. The first, information gathering, stage of the 

project is almost  complete. The  report will be used as 

the basis for  applying for a grant to carry out a tech-

nical review (stage two of the process), resulting in  

recommendations for the   deployment of high speed 

broadband within Glen    Urquhart and Strathglass. 

Thank you to all those who completed our recent 

broadband survey.  

It’s a real Whizzer! 

Soirbheas would like to thank all the 
primary school pupils who   entered 
our naming of the Corrimony      
turbine competition. We were very 
impressed with the  variety of ideas. 
Congratulations go to   Thomas Dick 
of Glenurquhart      Primary with the 
winning name Whizzer (chosen 
from a short list by the Girvan     
family).  
Winner—Thomas proudly displays his winner’s certificate! 

Wind Farm Performance  
As of 28th February 2014 

Great news - December and February were excellent 
months for Corrimony windfarm with output being        
significantly higher than expectations which has made up 
ALL the budgeted production deficit accrued over the calm 
summer. 



For information 

Soirbheas needs your help... 

Keeping you in touch  

To help keep you up to speed with news and activities 
Soirbheas are now on Twitter and Facebook.  

To follow or like us you can find the links on our web-
site.  www.soirbheas.org  

Agreement with wpd Scotland to  
secure enhanced community benefit  

 
Following on from the announcement in our last   

newsletter that Soirbheas would be talking to wpd 

Scotland (wpd) about their offer of a community      

turbine, Soirbheas has now entered into a memoran-

dum of  understanding (“MoU”) with wpd Scotland.   

The MoU is an early, very high level agreement 

to    explore a relationship between wpd and Soirbheas 

such that, in the event that wpd's proposed Beinn 

Mhor wind farm development proceeds, 

then   Soirbheas can secure enhanced community   

benefits.  Soirbheas was originally formed to secure the 

community benefit from renewable projects so this is 

fully aligned with the Soirbheas charitable objectives 

and the income received would be invested in the 

Strathglass and Glen Urquhart communities. 

The MoU clearly acknowledges that Soirbheas does not 

represent the communities' views with regards to the 

planning application for Beinn Mhor wind farm 

(comprising of seven turbines, with total generation 

capacity of twenty-one MW).  Whilst Soirbheas will 

continue to remain strictly impartial with regard to the 

planning process with no role or influence in it, the 

MoU is the first step to ensure that, if the Beinn Mhor 

wind farm moves ahead, then the community can    

secure the  maximum possible benefit.  The next step is 

for wpd and Soirbheas to assess how best to achieve 

the enhanced community benefit option and fur-

ther discussions will be taking place over the coming 

months with this goal in mind.  If the board decided 

that the risk/reward  balance was not appropriate, wpd 

have agreed to provide the standard community     

benefit of £5,000 per megawatt per year. 

Green Deal Advisor  

Soirbheas is waiting to hear the outcome of a funding      

application to the Climate Challenge Fund to recruit and 

train a local person as a Green Deal Advisor. If we are   

successful the advisor will work with the local community 

to identify specific problems and offer practical, free     

advice and solutions on energy related problems. This will 

be a fantastic resource for our community and a great  

opportunity for a local person to gain a nationally          

recognised qualification. Keep an eye on our website for 

further announcements about this project. 

Thank you to all those who completed our recent energy 

survey which played a vital part in helping us put together 

the application! 

Ways to help: The easiest way to help is to become a 

member (if you are 12+ and a resident).  Membership is 

free and is not time limited. Why membership 

matters? Input from the members is important; as the 

organisation evolves we need to ensure we are in touch 

with what our communities need.  

If you are already a member, please make sure we have 

your email details so you can receive electronic updates, 

send as an email with your details:  

info@soirbheas.org  

If you are interested in becoming more involved, why 

not come along to the board meetings (held in Balnain 

or Cannich or Drumnadrochit). We are particularly keen 

to have more representatives from Strathglass, as there 

is currently only one Strathglass board member. So why 

not consider becoming a board member?   

We are also looking for willing helpers to share infor-

mation about Soirbheas activities in their community; 

which could be as simple as putting up posters, chatting 

with friends about Soirbheas projects or sharing news 

with Facebook friends etc. So please let us know if you 

are interested in helping.  All offers of assistance are  

welcome. 
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