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Investing in the communities of Glen Urquhart & Strathglass 

Spring 2015 Newsletter  

 Spuds Glorious Spuds!  

Spuds, potatoes, tatties—whatever you like to call them, 

have you ever grown your own? Soirbheas, in partnership 

with schools and local community groups, has launched a 

pilot project to encourage more people to grow their own! 

If you fancy having a go at cultivating your own delicious 

tatties you can buy seed potatoes from your local school 

(see Tattie Sales dates). Schools intend to use the funds 

from the sales of seed potatoes to support other growing 

projects.    

Could Your Group Be Missing Out? 
Since the Soirbheas grant programme was 

launched in April 2014, £23,539.15 of grant 

funding has been awarded to local groups 

(see the website for full details) in 

Strathglass and Glen Urquhart.  

 

It’s very evident that there is a great deal of activity and 

high aspirations in our area, though not all projects meet 

with Soirbheas funding objectives, we can still assist 

groups by: helping develop projects or identifying other 

grants/match funding or partners.  Check out the funding 

section on the website which highlights some other fund-

ing opportunities or come to a Funding Opportunities    

Session: Tuesday 24th March 7.30 at Craigmonie    Centre, 

Drumnadrochit or Monday 30th March, 7.30 at  Cannich 

Hall. Places are limited—please pre-book by emailing  

carolmasheter@soirbheas.org or calling 0751 445 2783. 

Soirbheas’ Role In Securing Community 
Benefit From Renewable Projects 

Soirbheas is a community charity which was formed to   

secure community benefits from local renewable projects 

in Glen Urquhart and Strathglass for the benefit of the   

community.  The income from these is then available to be 

invested, through the Soirbheas grant programmes and 

direct delivery, to generate a more vibrant, growing and 

greener community. 
 

When it comes to renewables developments Soirbheas is 

completely neutral - it neither supports nor opposes       

developments in the community.   However Soirbheas’ role, 

when a  renewable energy project is  proposed in the area,  

is to investigate the potential to secure the best community 

benefit package possible should that project go ahead.      

To do this Soirbheas negotiates with the developer to reach 

the best deal it can for the community – this may result in 

receiving  several times the government recommended 

standard of £5,000 per megawatt per year community    

benefit   payment.   This means that early discussion does 

need to take place with developers to secure the best deal 

should a development go ahead. Early discussions with a 

developer has no impact on a planning application being 

granted, planning guidance clearly sets out what can and 

can’t be taken into account in deciding whether a planning 

application is turned down or allowed.  The Highland Coun-

cil must not take community benefit payments into account 

when considering an application.  
 

If Soirbheas doesn’t negotiate for the enhanced community 

benefit payment on offer, the community would, at best, 

only receive the minimum community benefit.  In fact, the 

developer could just set up its own trust on behalf of the 

community and pay the community benefit into that trust – 

or it could potentially just hand the benefit to the Highland 

Council (to be spent in other communities).  Either way the 

community might not have much say in how the money 

was used.  The worst outcome possible for the community 

is for a development to go ahead but, through lack of     

engagement, to then miss out on the full potential benefits.   
 

If you object to a renewable development it is a matter for 

the local authority’s planning department to consider.  Ob-

jections can be made directly to the Highland Council’s 

planning department and to your Community Council.  

Soirbheas is not involved in any planning matters and, being 

neutral, will not seek to influence any planning decisions 

relating to  renewables. 

Tattie Sales 
Glen Urquhart Childcare Centre - 21st March 10.30—12.30 

Glen Urquhart Primary School - 26th March 3—4 

Bridge End Primary School, Cannich - 31st March 1—4 

Balnain Primary School - TBC 
*Dates or times may be subject to change, check with venue. 
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How to get involved... 

How to get in touch  
Email carolmasheter@soirbheas.org, phone Carol 
Masheter, Community Development Officer on  0751 
445 2783, visit the website: www.soirbheas.org or  
like us on Facebook or follow us or Twitter. 

Are you a Soirbheas member? Membership is free and 
open to anyone 12+ who is a local  resident.  Why mem-
bership matters? Input from the members is  important; as 
Soirbheas evolves we need to  ensure we are in touch with 
what our communities need. If you are already a member, 
please make sure we have your up-to-date contact details.  
 

Call for directors and steering group members to assist 

on specific projects - Previous board  experience is not 

required as the necessary induction and training will be 

provided. Soirbheas directors are all volunteers and are 

expected to attend a board meeting ever six weeks, in        

addition to contributing skills in the area of their   

knowledge and experience. If you feel that your             

experience would help us and you would like to be a part 

of Soirbheas’ future then please contact us. 

Working towards a more vibrant, growing & greener community.  

For information 

Corrimony Wind Farm Performance  
 

 

 

 

 

 

This winter, despite the storms and heavy snow, has been 

a productive period.  Two turbines were out for about ten 

days in January with the main problem being the snow 

preventing engineers getting out on site (hopefully        

insurance will compensate for some of the loss). 

It’s been a tough winter - If you are worried about how 

to keep your home warm and keep the cost down, what can 

you do? As part of our Green Living project  Soirbheas has 

teamed up with Home Energy Scotland to carry out home 

energy saving visits, to book a  free Home Energy Visit email 

rabia.arooj@hi.homeenergyscotland.org or call Rabia on 

01463 259714 
 

Soirbheas has purchased electricity monitors to lend to 

households who wish to gain a better understanding of 

their electricity usage. If you would like to borrow a monitor  

contact carolmasheter@soirbheas.org or call 0751 445 

2783 (or request one to be fitted at a home energy visit). 

 

Getting you online - Soirbheas have been working with  

Citizens Online to help some of you to make better use of 

the internet, classes have taken place in Tomich, Cannich 

and Drumnadrochit. 
 

Visitors to Corrimony  
Despite the challenges of the 

snow and wind, Soirbheas co

-hosted with the Girvans two 

visits to   Corrimony Wind 

Farm, to share Soirbheas’ 

experience and assist other 

groups to develop community  energy projects—thanks to 

the Girvans for their continued support. 

Researching community needs 

Soirbheas is currently undertaking research into the Needs 

of Elderly and Vulnerable (including young people) in our 

area.  Working with the Beauly Care Project and the Glen 

Urquhart Care Project the aim is to highlight areas of con-

cern and establish where services could be improved in the 

future.   Interviews have taken place with over 70 individu-

als and community representatives at group events, in 

homes and by phone.   Early responses for the needs of the 

elderly show a wide variety of concerns including the chal-

lenges of living alone, dealing with health issues, transport 

limitations and the lack of local services.  Suggested im-

provements have included: more bus/taxi services, shop-

ping facilities and home visiting for the more  isolated and 

housebound.   It is hoped to have the research completed in 

April 2015.   To take part in the research: visit 

www.soirbheas to download a copy of the questionnaire or 

fill it in on line, email info@soirbheas.org or call 0751 445 

2783 to receive a copy. As part of the process a steering 

group has also been set up to identify specific needs for 

children and young people.  

Strathglass Focus Group  
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