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Spuds, Spuds & More Spuds! 

The Soirbheas Tattie Project 
is now in its third year and 
we are delighted how the  
local schools, Childcare  
Centre and GU Care Centre 
have all caught the growing 
bug!  They were given a 
batch of seed tatties back in 
March and have been busy 
growing them over the     
summer.  Cannich Bridge  
Primary Head Teacher 
Amanda Graham recently 
gave an update on what her school has been up stating 
“The children loved the project and it has really helped 
us to deliver the science and health and wellbeing     
curriculum”.  The pupils sold seed potatoes at a             
performance of Pirates of the Curry Bean at Easter to 
raise money for school funds and then planted and grew 
their own tatties in a boat in the playground and on land 
behind the school. Following on the school entered 
class pots into the local village craft and flower show 
held in September and were thrilled that P1/2 won the 
Potato category and P6 came in third! At the end of the 

show they sold their tatties 
and have been selling left 
overs at the end of the school 
day to family and the commu-
nity.  They also used some for 
snack at nursery alongside 
other vegetables grown by the 
pupils and are hoping to have 
some tattie and leek soup at 
the Harvest Festival Assem-
bly.   If you would like more 
info on our project and some 
recipes go to http://
www.soirbheas.org/soirbheas-

Grant Awards & Deadlines  

Since April 2014 a total of 51 grants have been awarded 

to local projects and initiatives. In the last Tier 2 (£501—

£10,000) round awards were made to Feis Rois for a 

music project with Cannich Bridge, Balnain and Glenur-

quhart Primary schools, Glen Urquhart  Shinty Club for 

a new utility vehicle and Glenurquhart Care Project for 

first stage ground work for their new supported housing 

project.  

The next Tier 2 deadline (round 3) is  27th November 

and round 4 is 12th February 2018 (round 4 will only 

take place if funding is available).  The Tier 1 grant           

programme will remain open while funds are available.  

Please chat to us about your project before submitting 

an application to ensure your project meets Soirbheas 

funding criteria. For further details of grant awards and 

application process  visit website www.soirbheas.org 

What is the COBEN Energy Plan? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you live in Drumnadrochit you’re going to hear the 

term COBEN (The Community Benefits of Civic     

Energy Project) a lot over the next few months! 

Drumnadrochit is one of the  four other Highland  

communities selected to take part in this pilot project. 

It aims to support communities to move from a focus 

of electricity generation supported by subsidies, to a 

more holistic approach where communities’ energy 

generation, energy efficiency, heat storage and future 

usage needs are all considered. Whether you’re a 

local home owner, run a local business or provide a 

local service you will be given an opportunity to feed 

into the research. The project will involve identifying 

the specific energy  needs including transport for 

Drumnadrochit and   developing short, medium and 

long-term initiatives. An appointed contractor will car-

ry out data collection, research to inform the energy 

plan. Steering groups will be established for each of 

the 4 projects. The agreed plan will be in place by 

June 2018. 

Would you like a 

young person on 

your team?  

Earlier this year Soirbheas 

launched its Apprenticeship 

Grant Scheme to   support   

local    businesses to have 

a modern apprentice and 

encourage more young 

people to stay in the area. 

The scheme will support up to 50% of the salary cost 

for up to 3 years while the young person (aged 16 – 

24 years) is undertaking the  apprenticeship.  

If you are a  local employer  interested in learning 

more, a young person or parent— contact Carol 

Masheter  or visit www.soirbheas.org 
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Get involved — Membership is free and open to any-
one 12+ who is resident of Glen Urquhart or 
Strathglass.  Input from the members is important to 
ensure we remain in touch with what our communities 
need. If you are  already a member, please make sure 
we have your up-to-date contact details.  

Working towards a more vibrant, growing & greener community.  

How to get in touch 

Email: carolmasheter@soirbheas.org,  

Phone: Carol Masheter,  

Community Development Officer on 0751 445 2783,  

visit the website: www.soirbheas.org  

Or find us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter. 

Superfast Broadband Update 
We are still working on solutions to improve         

Broadband connectivity in our area but it’s not a quick 

and easy process!  If you are not benefiting from the 

roll out of Superfast Broadband we have produced an 

information sheet that may help you at http://

www.soirbheas.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/

Broadband-Info-Sheet-June17.pdf.  If you struggle to 

get access the internet please get in touch and we can 

send you a copy. 

Strathglass Gala  

 

 
Latest Wind Farm Data  

            Money Matters  

Get the facts first hand with these free one-hour 

long Money Matters sessions delivered by Age 

Scotland on 21st November. On Care costs & 

funding 10:30 at Glenurquhart  Library  Planning for 

and managing financial change 13:30 at Glenurquhart 

Care Centre.  

After the session you will have access to confidential 

follow up support from an Age Concern adviser - to 

book a place please contact Carol on 0751 445 2783 or 

email -  carolmasheter@soirbheas.org.  

Keep on Walking…. 

Glenurquhart Health Walks started in March 2017 and 
is proving to be a popular activity for locals who enjoy a 

walk and a blether.  
We caught up with 
one of the newly 
trained Walk Lead-
ers, Jack Meredith to 
find out a little more 
about him and the 
group: 

 
 

Background  I am a retired Barrister. My wife and I 
have been based in Drumnadrochit for over 30 years.   
 
Why did you became a Walk Leader? We were    
previously involved with a similar group and really    
enjoyed it.  
 
What do you gain from being a Walk Leader? It is 
very rewarding to be part of the team that offers the 
opportunity for community members to walk regularly in 
a friendly group that caters in particular for  those who 
might find walking difficult or who do not feel            
comfortable to walk alone.    
 
What would you say to encourage someone think-
ing about joining? Firstly the group is a great way to 
meet new people and make friends.  We also enjoy 
some fascinating conversations on the way round   
covering  local history, forthcoming events, local affairs, 
geography, flora and fauna.  Last but not least it is   
axiomatic that socialising and gaining fitness while 
walking around our beautiful and vibrant village is   
beneficial for all of us.  
 
How many routes do the group have?  Currently 
there are about 10 to choose from.  All the routes are 
fairly flat and the terrain is suitable for most abilities. 
Walk leaders survey the route before the walk to      
ensure that it is accessible even if the weather is      
inclement. 
 
Why not give them a try? Every Tuesday at 2pm in the 
Scotmid Carpark.  Walks last around an hour and    
finish with a cuppa and chat!   

New Community Resources Web Page 

With a view to supporting those running existing clubs 

& groups and also those thinking of setting up a new 

one we have developed a page on our website to     

provide  information to help you.   

Let us know what you think and if you would like to see 

other information   included. You can find it at http://

www.soirbheas.org/community-resource-information/ 
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