
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
DEAL DONE!! 
After a few false starts, the structure agreed on was the best 
compromise for all parties (including their funders).  
Soirbheas’ main funder was Social Investment Scotland, which 
has lent Soirbheas £250,000 and provided a grant of 
£250,000.  Soirbheas Trading Limited has lent the money to 
Corrimony Energy as part of Corrimony's overall funding 
requirement.  The interest and repayments of principal will be 
paid to Soirbheas Trading Limited once the wind farm is up 
and running.  Much of this money will be used to repay the 
loan from Social Investment Scotland and any surplus will be 
paid over to Soirbheas.  In addition, Corrimony has agreed to 
gift further amounts to Soirbheas, reflecting the long-standing 
intention of the Girvan family that the communities of Glen 
Urquhart and Strathglass should have a share equivalent to a 
turbine's worth in the wind farm. 

 
There are a number of factors that could influence the timing 
and amounts of payments to Soirbheas, but we believe that 
over the projected twenty year life of the wind farm there 
should be of the order of £2 million flowing into our 
community from this project, if all goes as planned.  It is 
important to remember that Soirbheas will be following the 
fortunes of the project as a whole, so the revenue received by 
us could be less or could be more and it will almost certainly 
go up and down from year to year.  It is expected that the first 
payments from Corrimony will be received in 2014 even 
though the wind-farm will be operating in 2013. 

                           

 
 

 

 

WINDFARM CONSTRUCTION   
The developers are focusing on the track and transport 
infrastructure in the short term before commencing work on 
the turbine bases. This involves pouring very large volumes of 
concrete with extensive structural reinforcing. The concrete 
can only be poured when there is absolutely no risk of frost 
which leaves a comparatively short window of time in an 
ordinary Highland year. The project's timetable is to have the 
bases poured by the end of September to avoid this problem.  

 
Photo: Road under construction - view looking towards Corrimony from near top 
of the site 

Once the bases are formed the focus will turn to the 
additional infrastructure such as connection to the electrical 
grid. Snow is the enemy of all aspects of the project as when 
there is snow on the ground work stops. The aim is to have 
the turbines erected by the end of November to avoid this 
problem. When it comes to erecting the turbines themselves, 
a suitable weather window is needed within which to operate 
and ironically, wind then becomes a problem as the cranes 
cannot lift the turbine equipment if the wind speed exceeds 6 
metres per second. The most difficult part to lift is the blades 
which need low wind-speeds. However this can be done in as 
little as half an hour for each turbine, once everything is in 
place, so only 2 calm days are required through late October 
and November. The aim of the project is to have all of the 
infrastructure and the turbine erection completed by the end 
of November, which hopefully will avoid the worst of the 
winter weather. 

 
The road construction is now complete and the work to lay 
the cable has begun and is scheduled to be completed by the 
end of October.  The bases will be constructed through 
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NEWSLETTER
Summer 2012

Corrimony Energy is building a small (only 5 turbines) 
wind-farm, and the company is owned by a local family.  
The community charity Soirbheas (“fair breeze”) has 
invested in the project and the money generated from 
Soirbheas’ share in the wind-farm will be used to benefit 
the people of Glen Urquhart and Strathglass – Power in 
our Hands! ` 
Many thanks to all of you who already became members 
of Soirbheas as this enabled the charity to raise the 
funding needed to invest in the project.  Without your 
help we would not have been able to secure a share of 
the net profits of the windfarm for the community.  



September with the Enercon turbines arriving on site in early 
October.  Erection of the turbines will start by mid-October 
and will go up at the rate of one per week with the aim of 
completing erection by the end of November. Finishing the 
electrical installation and the commissioning of the turbines 
will take place through December/ January with the aim of 
having the wind-farm operational in February 2013.  
NEXT STEPS  
 

The next step for Soirbheas is to agree the process on how 
decisions will be made on spending the money.  An initial 
proposal on how Soirbheas would review and consider 
requests for grants was included in last year’s community 
consultations.  However, probably as the possibility of having 
funds to distribute seemed a long way off and was not 
certain, we did not receive much feedback.  Additionally, 
since then, some of the directors have attended training 
sessions/conferences on how to approach community 
investment, benefitting from the experience of other 
communities so it makes sense to revise the draft approach 
and have further consultation with the community and this 
will happen in the coming months. 
 
 
The ideas on where to spend the money that we mentioned 
in the last newsletter came from the people that attended a 
number of community meetings we organised and the online 
survey.  We have had to develop this further to satisfy 
organisations that have provided Soibheas with funding, so 
below is where we have got to but we still need your 
thoughts and ideas on the detail . 

  
At present, it hasn’t been decided exactly how we will do all 
of this and so the more ideas the better, and we will be 
focusing on that over the coming year.  Now more than ever 
is an important time to become an active member of 
Soirbheas to ensure your ideas are also considered. 

 
 
Whilst the Soirbheas Board has the ultimate responsibility for 
the decision making and governance of the charity, there has 
been an informal Steering Group since the start made up of 
interested and supportive members.  This group provided a 
wide selection of community views which assisted the 
Soirbheas Board in developing the community’s strategy for 
this project (which was very much appreciated).  Now that the 
Soirbheas’ investment in the windfarm has been finalised, 
there is a need to revise the organisation’s structure to align it 
to this next phase of the charity’s life.  Consequently the 
steering group will be replaced by working groups aligned to 
our objectives. 
The Board would like to invite members of the charity, 
including those from the steering group, to join the working 
groups (for details of who is currently involved, please see the 
website).  At this point, the charity has no employees and the 
directors do not have the capacity to do all the work required 
and we would also like to involve more members.  Each 
working group, led by a board member, will focus on specific 
projects that Soirbheas has to deliver.  To make the most of 
this exciting opportunity, it has to be a real community effort.  
By breaking down the work into smaller, more manageable 
tasks, members will be able to choose those they feel 
comfortable doing and have an interest in or perhaps an area 
where they would like to learn more and develop their skills.   
Members will still be very welcome to attend the Board 
meetings – we want to remain transparent and be guided by 
the community’s views and requirements.  
We are still keen to welcome new members to ensure we 
have as accurate a perspective of the community’s needs and 
views as possible.  Membership forms can be found on the 
website.  Please become a member (no donation 
required).  For more information, see www.soirbheas.org  

 
Photo: The hill where the 5, 2.3MW turbines will be sited 
 

 

 

 

 

Eradicate Fuel Poverty - we don't know how
much of an issue this is so we propose to
undertake a study to see how energy efficient the
houses are in this area. We will also identify how
to improve insulation and save money on fuel
bills.

Protecting our unique environment – as we live in
one of the most beautiful parts of Scotland we
wish to protect this for future generations. To do
this we will provide a range of opportunities to
increase awareness on the effects of climate
change and to encourage recycling.

Community Growth Projects - We wish to ensure
the local economy is sustainable and would like to
create employment and training opportunities for
young people. Also try to increase the digital
connectivity of the area as a way of encouraging
economic growth.

Quality of Life – we are already fortunate to have
a number of services for our most vulnerable
groups but still would like to see these increased.
A priority here is to enable our elderly residents to
remain in their own homes as long as possible.

Any queries, please email info@soirbheas.org or write c/o 
The Old Stables, Tomich, Cannich, IV4 7LY or call Tanya 
Castell on 07711 952113 
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