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Time capsules buried – September 29th 2012 

During a break in construction, three time capsules 
were buried back in September last year.  The 2’ long 
capsules, manufactured and donated by Isleburn (part 
of the Global Energy Group) and had been filled by 
pupils from Cannich Bridge, Balnain and Glen Urquhart 
Primary Schools and will remain buried until 2037, 
when the wind farm is due to be decommissioned.   

 The time capsules and the plaque 

Mike Girvan, whose family has developed the wind-
farm, welcomed the families representing the schools 
“From the beginning we had in mind a significant 
community involvement and offered the community 
the chance to have a financial interest in the wind-
farm.  I’m delighted to see the young people, the 
future of our community, involved in something that 
will play an important part in that future.” 

 
The capsules are under the sub-station at the top 

Many thanks go to Suzanne Irvine, a board member of 
Soirbheas, who had organised the event and to Mike 
Girvan for welcoming the children.....and digging the 
hole! 

 
Mike explaining the turbine construction process 

Completion of construction 

The track to the wind-farm is a long one at 9.7 
kilometres and was completed in August.  Then the 
bases for the turbines were built through September 
and into early October.   

 
Turbine base 

Erection of the turbines began in October though there 
were some initial delays whilst Enercon (the turbine 
manufacturer) sourced the cranes required.   

 

Corrimony Energy has now completed the 
construction of the five turbine, 10 MW wind-
farm and it was energised in March.  The 
community charity Soirbheas (“fair breeze”) 
invested in the project to acquire a virtual turbine.  
The money generated will be used to benefit the 
people of Glen Urquhart and Strathglass.  Donna 
Green, from Balnain, has now been hired as our 
Community Development Officer to assist in this. 



 

The Soirbheas AGM will be held at Balnain Hall on Thursday June 20th at 
7.30pm – please do come along to hear more about what we are doing 

November, December and January proved to be windy 
and, because erection could not continue if wind 
speeds were too high, the turbines were not 
completed until early February.  The good news was 
that this did confirm that the location was very windy!!   

 
A turbine blade arriving 

The other piece of work that had to be completed was 
the electrics for the grid connection which included a 
small sub-station on the site. 

 
and the laying of a cable to Fasnakyle Power Station - a 
total of 6.5 kilometres. 

 

There were some delays in completing all the 
electricals but energisation (linking to the grid) was 
ultimately completed on March 11th and the turbines 
began producing power.  Following that the 
Community Open Day was held on March 23rd on a 
very cold, snowy and windy day. 

 
At the top, on the open day 

 
What happens now? 

The board of Soirbheas has recently appointed a part-
time Community Development Officer, Donna Green, 
to support them in developing and consulting on the 
approach for how the money, once it starts flowing in 
2014, will be spent.  Donna will also spend time 
working with the community to help develop projects 
that Soirbheas can invest in.  

 
 

Cable line heading north 

The sub-station – the time 
capsules are underneath! 


