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The COBEN (COmmunity BENefits of 
Civic Energy)  Pilot Project 

 

Drumnadrochit is one of only four communities across 
the Highlands selected to be part of this pilot project. 
The aim of the COBEN project is to develop a methodol-
ogy and process to create a Local Community Energy 
Plan. A steering group was formed last year to guide the    
project and to help develop a plan specifically for 
Drumnadrochit.  

The next step is a 
series of workshops 
in February and 
March led by      
consultants from     
Beyond Green.         
This will bring inter-
ested groups includ-
ing homeowners,    
community representatives and local businesses       
together to explore local   energy challenges and needs. 
One of the objectives of the workshops is to identify   
local ambassadors to help inform the Local Energy plan. 
People will develop their understanding of local energy 
demand,  including   heating and  transport and how this  
connects to the bigger picture within Drumnadrochit. 

The ambassadors, supported by the Beyond Green 
team, will raise  awareness and gather feedback from 
the community, to inform the session in March which 
looks at ‘Building your own Energy Plan’. Keep an eye 
out on your community social media channels or visit 
Local Energy Scotland for more information.  

To learn more —https://www.localenergy.scot/what-is-
local-energy/local-energy-plans/ 

Tattie Project 2018  

Following three successful years, our Tattie Project is 
back again! As well as supplying Tatties to all the     
partner groups including the schools, Childcare Centre 
& Care Centre we will also be holding a Tattie Sale Day 
on     Saturday 3rd March from 2pm – 4pm at the Glen     
Urquhart Hall.  This is a great chance to purchase a 
wide variety of 
seed potatoes 
from Firsts to Late 
Main crops!  
 
Bring along your 
favourite  recipes 
to swap, pick up 
some new ideas 
for cooking your 
potatoes and join us for a cuppa and Tattie Scone.    
 
The Glen Urquhart Horticultural Society will be on hand 
to give tips and advice. For more info go to our website   
http://www.soirbheas.org/soirbheas-tattie-project/  

  Getting Creative with Fèis Rois! 

Three local Primary Schools (Cannich Bridge,   
Glenurquhart and Balnain) have been awarded a 
Soirbheas Grant to enable them to engage Fèis 
Rois to deliver an intergenerational,   music, story 
and art project. 

The project is now underway and ‘I saw the Loch 
Ness Monster!’ has been one of the songs learnt so 
far by pupils participating in the Strathglass Early 
Years Creative project.  The pupils have also been 
introduced to the banjolele and bodhran, written 
class songs, met puppets who have told 
them    stories from the local area, sung songs and 
started on music making activities.  Through weekly 
workshops the children will continue to explore 
the  landscape, environment, wildlife and the     
people of Strathglass and Glenurquhart - past 
and   present.   

Lilian Ross, Lead Music Tutor is especially         
enthusiastic about  the project  "I'm looking forward 
to developing the children's own ideas and facilitat-
ing some cross generational discussion and      
content with members of the community”. 

On 28th February 3.30pm - 5pm all are welcome at 
Glenurquhart Primary School where there will       
be a  community gathering to share stories and     
memories from the local area.  The stories will then 
be used as   
inspiration 
for the song 
and music    
sessions 
taking place 
with the   
early years 
classes. 
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Are you a member? — Membership is free and open 

to anyone 12+ who is a local resident.  Input from the 

members is important to ensure we remain in touch 

with what our communities need. If you are   already a 

member, please make sure we have your up-to-date 

contact details.  

Working towards a more vibrant, growing & greener community.  

How to get in touch 

Email: carolmasheter@soirbheas.org,  

Phone: Carol Masheter,  

Community Development Officer on 0751 445 2783,  

visit the website: www.soirbheas.org  

Or find us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter. 

Soirbheas Board Meeting & AGM Dates  
Thurs 22nd Feb 2018 7:30 pm @ Balnain Hall 

Thurs 26th Apr 2018 7:30 pm @ Craigmonie Centre  

Thurs 30th Aug 2018 7:30 pm @ Cannich Hall 

Thurs 25th Oct 2018 7:30 pm @ Craigmonie Centre 

AGM Thurs 28th June 2018 7:30pm @ Balnain Hall. 

Members welcome!  

Strathglass Gala  

 
Latest Wind Farm Data  

    Broadband Update 

The Highland Council has completed phase 1 of its 

public WiFi project ‘Ness WiFi’ to provide free public 

WiFi in Inverness last year. Phase 2 will see the roll out  

across 14 Highland towns including Drumnadrochit and 

the service is due to go live by March 2018. 

Good news — the Better Broadband Scheme has been 

extended until the end of 2018. Households and     

businesses that receive  less than 2Mbps could be   

eligible for a grant of up to £350 to  obtain an            

affordable  broadband connection.  For  information on 

the grant and different options available  see our      

update sheet http://www.soirbheas.org/high-speed-

broadband/ or contact us to request a copy.  

 Apprenticeship Grant Programme  
 

Last year Soirbheas launched its apprenticeship grant 

scheme to support local business to employ and train a 

Modern Apprentice. The scheme will support up to 

50% of the salary cost for up to 3 years while the 

young  person (aged 16 – 24 year) is undertaking the 

apprenticeship. If you are a local employer, a young 

person or parent interested to learning more then 

please get in touch carolmasheter@soirbheas.org.    

Deadline for applications is 2nd May 2018. 

Working Together 

The Elderly and Young Partnership continues to see 

lots of joint initiatives: from developing apprentice-

ships for young people to providing support and     

advice sessions to our older members of the        

community.  The  partners met in  early February to  

update their 5-year action plan and to agree activities 

for 2018, including plans to develop a befriending     

service for the area, an intergeneration project and 

energy saving sessions to help people manage their 

heating costs and stay warm too.  Don’t forget the 

Glen Urquhart Health Walk stride out every         

Tuesday, meeting at  2pm in the Car Park behind 

ScotMid, Drumnadrochit. 

Soirbheas Community Grants    
Over £107,000 has been awarded in grants, benefiting 
twenty three  groups/organisations in Strathglass and 
Glen  Urquhart. 
 
The Tier 1 grant programme will remain open while 
funds are available. Tier 2 deadlines:  2nd Apr 2018, 
13th Aug 2018, 26th Nov 2018 & 11th Feb 2019. 
 
Please enquire before submitting a grant to ensure 
your project meets Soirbheas funding criteria. For 
more details go to http://www.soirbheas.org/soirbheas-
grant-programme/ 
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