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Construction to begin at 10 megawatt Highland Community 

Windfarm 
 

A Highland community charity has completed the final stages of fundraising as construction 

begins on a 10 megawatt windfarm at Corrimony, between Glen Urquhart and Strathglass, 

near Inverness. 

Soirbheas Ltd, a community charity representing the communities of Glen Urquhart and 

Strathglass, has partnered with Corrimony Energy, a local family-owned company, which is 

to build and manage the Corrimony windfarm.  The windfarm is set to be operational early 

next year. 

 

The charity has an economic interest equivalent to one of the five turbines on site, which will 

not only provide clean electricity but will also generate long term income for the local 

communities the charity serves.  These communities will receive a fifth of the annual cash-

flow generated by the windfarm.  The income will be used to benefit the communities directly 

via investment into schemes that aim to, for example, reduce fuel poverty, support economic 

growth and community resilience, tackle environmental issues through green projects, and 

look after vulnerable members of the communities.  

 

Debt funding for the construction of the windfarm has been provided by the Co-operative 

Bank and a £500,000 investment from Social Investment Scotland, via the Scottish 

Investment Fund.  As a result of its involvement, it is hoped that Soirbheas will receive 

income of in excess of £1 million over the first ten years of operation, with the potential for at 

least as much again during the balance of the windfarm’s expected life. 

 

The windfarm site is on Corrimony Farm at the head of Glen Urquhart and is far enough 

away from neighbouring properties to ensure minimal visual impact.   Electricity will connect 

to the National Grid at Fasnakyle Power Station in Strathglass and will contribute to 

Scotland’s national targets for green energy. 

Soirbheas was formed in 2009, specifically to take forward the Girvan Family’s proposal that 

the communities should have a meaningful interest in the windfarm they proposed to 

develop.  The board of directors are all local to the communities represented by Soirbheas 

and share a common vision of earning revenue from a renewable energy resource to ensure 

the wider community flourishes and the area becomes more resilient and attractive as a 

place to live and work. 



Tanya Castell, chair of Soirbheas, said:  “That this project is so close to completion, with only 

construction of the windfarm to go, is a great testament to many people, not least the Girvan 

family for their inspiring community spirit but also to the volunteers who have helped 

Soirbheas and of course to the various bodies who have provided vital funds to allow us to 

reach this point, SIS foremost (along with the Big Lottery Fund, Community Energy Scotland 

and Highland Council). 

 

“This project, which is set to earn our communities a valuable revenue stream over the next 

two decades, will allow us to make a positive impact on climate change by harnessing 

natural local resources and using them to directly benefit the whole community, delivering 

significant opportunities for social and economic benefit.” 

 

Energy Minister Fergus Ewing said:  “I am delighted construction is about to begin on the 

Soirbheas community windfarm. The Scottish Government is determined to ensure 

communities all over Scotland reap the benefit from renewable energy.  

 

“Scotland is leading the way across the UK in how we support local and community 

ownership of renewable energy. We have set a target of 500 MW of community and locally 

owned renewable energy projects by 2020, which could be worth up to £2.4 billion to 

Scottish communities and rural businesses over the lifetime of those projects.” 

 

Alastair Davis, chief executive of Social Investment Scotland, said:  “Soirbheas has had a 

strong vision for community resilience since it was formed in 2009.   

 

“Its dedication to transforming the lives of the local community must be commended and the 

proceeds from this windfarm will be extremely important in both securing the future of the 

region whilst contributing towards the Government’s objectives for renewable energy.  We 

look forward to working with Soirbheas in future and are delighted that we can play a part in 

helping to build the capacity of the local community.” 

 

ENDS. ## 

 

For further information or interviews, please contact Marion Jones at Weber Shandwick, 

marion.jones@webershandwick.com or 01463 716 739. 

 

Notes to editors: 

For more information about SIS, visit www.socialinvestmentscotland.co.uk and for further 

information about the Soirbheas Ltd, please see www.soirbheas.org 

 

About Social Investment Scotland 

Social Investment Scotland was established in 2001 to provide a new finance model for 

Scotland’s charities and social enterprises. Since then it has invested over £43m in almost 

180 organisations across Scotland. Loan finance via Social Investment Scotland is available 



from £10,000 to £1m and is aimed at community enterprises and social businesses that 

might find access to finance from mainstream providers difficult. Social Investment Scotland 

also helps to manage funds on behalf of third parties with any profits being re-invested into 

social business development in Scotland. Social Investment Scotland currently manages the 

largest social enterprise fund in Scotland on behalf of the Scottish Government. The Scottish 

Investment Fund makes strategic investments in social businesses that can use the funding 

to upscale and transform the size of their business. 

 


