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Funding Opportunities 

There are numerous grant and funding opportunities available details of which can be found in dedicated 

directories and websites to help you with your search for grant funding; many of which are free to access. 

Grant funding search websites  

(not all sites are free though some do offer a free trial period): 

SRN Funding Search National Lottery Funding Finder Trust Fund 

J4bcommunity Heritage Fund Directory Government Funding 

SCVO Funding Portal Youth Links Scotland Grants for individuals 

Grants Online (free trial) 
Directory of Social Change (free 
trial) 

Grant Finder (free trial) 

Foundation Scotland   

 

Lloyds TSB Foundation for Scotland - Charities working in communities across Scotland are 
invited to have an online chat about funding opportunities with Lloyds TSB Foundation for Scotland.   
 
Every month, the grant maker hosts advice surgeries using online face to face technology. Charities 
with a Skype account or Google Hangout are invited to book an appointment at any of the 10 monthly 
surgeries between March and December. The Foundation is particularly keen to hear from 
grassroots charities which benefit disadvantaged people and who need funding to continue their 
work. 
 

Online advice surgeries appointments last 45 minutes and can be booked by calling 0131 444 4020 

or emailing enquiries@ltsbfoundationforscotland.org.uk 

 

General Grant Schemes 

Asda Foundation  

In our rapidly changing society we are motivated to do all that we can do to support and develop stronger 

communities. Supporting local, smaller applications is really important as they are identifying locally relevant 

causes which really make a difference. 

Asda colleagues are extremely passionate about fundraising for their local charities and good causes. We 

realise that there are times when extra financial support may be needed. 

http://srn.fundingscotland.com/Account/MemberLoginRegister?ReturnUrl=%2F
http://www.lotterygoodcauses.org.uk/funding-finder
http://www.trustfunding.org.uk/default.aspx
http://www.j4bcommunity.co.uk/search.aspx
http://www.theheritagealliance.org.uk/fundingdirectory/main/fundinghome.php
http://www.governmentfunding.org.uk/default.aspx
http://www.scvo.info/local-vcs-intelligence/funding-portal/
https://www.youthlinkscotland.org/funding/
http://www.grantsforindividuals.org.uk/default.aspx
http://www.grantsonline.org.uk/
https://www.dsc.org.uk/category/fundraising/funding-sources/
http://www.grantfinder.co.uk/
https://www.foundationscotland.org.uk/grants-and-funding-for-organisations/grant-programmes/
mailto:enquiries@ltsbfoundationforscotland.org.uk
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Contact your local store or home office Community Champion to see if they could potentially fundraise for 

your local charity or good cause. If this is something they are able to support they will be able to apply to the 

Asda Foundation for a top-up donation. 

The Foundation team will review each application and apply the relevant guidelines to the application. We 

don’t however match fund what has been raised locally. 

A simple but effective way of giving more for those smaller charities and good causes. 

For more information see the website here.  

Aviva UK Wide Community Fund 

Aviva is the UK’s largest general insurer and one of Europe’s leading life and pensions providers. As a 

business, Aviva wants to be recognised for making a positive contribution to society.  The Aviva Community 

Fund opens for entries on 12 September 2017 with four new categories. 

 

Funding is available to support causes in communities across the UK within the following categories: 

 

• Health and wellbeing - projects related to helping people take control of their physical and mental health. 

These could include anything from walking clubs to reduce loneliness, improving playgrounds and sports 

clubs and associations to community centres running wellbeing initiatives. 

• Skills for life - projects that aim to help communities and individuals improve their lives by learning useful 

new skills, particularly digital ones. Projects in this category can help people of all ages develop skills to 

make their lives easier or more fulfilling. This could include budget training for families, job skills or getting 

up to speed with new technology. 

• Inclusivity - projects will understand that successful communities value all people, recognising that every 

person adds something to the whole, and work to develop closer ties within the community, such as multi-

faith education, accessibility improvements and community integration programmes. 

• Community support - projects that are important to the wider community, and they could be anything from 

regeneration projects to local support groups, or even community events. This category aims to help 

communities make their surroundings and aspects of their life sustainable. 

 

There are four funding levels: 

 

    Up to £1,000. 

    Up to £5,000. 

    Up to £10,000. 

    Up to £25,000. 

 

Projects need to be completed or well underway before 31 December 2018. 

 

Climate Challenge Fund  

Deadline:  See website for details 

The Climate Challenge Fund (CCF) is a Scottish Government programme, managed and developed by Keep 

Scotland Beautiful. The CCF provides funding for community groups to tackle climate change. Grants are 

available to support community-led projects that reduce local carbon emissions, make community 

improvements and help communities cope with the impacts of climate change. 

  

https://www.asdafoundation.org/applying-for-funding
https://www.aviva.co.uk/good-thinking/community-fund/?source=Z02b&entry=140571&cmp=eml-e_c_ezine-27012015-banner-connect_banner-z02b--&dm_i=1T5M,380AG,CBSZBZ,BL6QP,1
https://www.aviva.co.uk/good-thinking/community-fund/?source=Z02b&entry=140571&cmp=eml-e_c_ezine-27012015-banner-connect_banner-z02b--&dm_i=1T5M,380AG,CBSZBZ,BL6QP,1
http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/sustainability-climate-change/climate-challenge-fund/
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Community Capacity and Resilience Fund  

Deadline: See website for details 

 

The Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations (SCVO) is managing the Community Capacity and 

Resilience Fund on behalf of the Scottish Government. The scheme aims to increase the capacity and 

resilience of communities and local VCSE organisations to provide people with the support and skills they 

need. The Fund supports innovative and creative projects which have a preventative impact in communities, 

combat inequality and promote social inclusion, and assist work to mitigate the effects of welfare reform. 

The Fund also aims to support local organisations to work in partnership. SCVO hopes the pilot will inform 

Scottish Government funding streams to community based organisations in the future. 

 

The following organisations can apply for grants of between £1,000 and £5,000: 

• Charities. 

• Voluntary organisations. 

• Social enterprises. 

• Community organisations. 

• Volunteering bodies. 

• Co-operatives. 

• Housing associations. 

• Credit unions. 

Applicants must have an annual income of £200,000. 

Funding is available for projects to achieve one or more of the following criteria: 

• Expanding/developing an organisation’s capacity in order to meet demand relating to welfare 

reform. 

• Developing a pilot project which focuses on tackling the impact of welfare reform and inequality. 

• Help bringing organisations together in partnership to support people. 

• Developing people’s ability to prevent them from reaching crisis point. 

Full details can be found on the SCVO website  

 

Community Food and Health (Scotland) 
 

Community Food and Health (Scotland) has launched the 2017 round of its Annual Development Fund.  This  

offers funding to groups and organisations working with or within Scotland’s low-income communities to 

improve access to, and take-up of, a healthy, varied and balanced diet. 

 

Annual Development grants of between £500 and £2,000 are available to groups and agencies that can 

develop, recruit for, and complete food and health activities by the end of September 2018. 

Planned activities must be one or more of the following: 

 

• A new activity. 

• Developing or improving an existing activity. 

• Extending the range or scale of a food related activity that the applicant already does – such as 

offering the activity in a new area or with a different type of group. 

• Helping to develop the applicant's activities to sustain them in the long term – such as training staff 

or volunteers (or both) to provide food-related activities or buying new equipment that the applicant 

will use well into the future. 

• A pilot or feasibility study. 

 

http://www.scvo.org.uk/running-your-organisation/funding/capacity-resilience-fund/
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CFHS prefers to fund community groups, voluntary organisations or social enterprises; but will consider 

applications from agencies such as the NHS, schools or other local authority organisations if they work closely 

with community groups. 

The deadline for applications is 4 August 2017 (5pm). 

 

For more details click here. 

 

Community Shares 

 

The term 'community shares' refers to withdrawable share capital; a form of share capital unique to co-

operative and community benefit society legislation. This type of share capital can only be issued by co-

operative societies, community benefit societies and charitable community benefit societies. Community 

shares can save local shops and pubs, finance renewable energy schemes, transform community facilities, 

support local food growing, fund new football clubs, restore heritage buildings, and above all, build stronger, 

more vibrant, and independent communities.  

 

Since 2009, almost a 100,000 people have invested over £100m to support 350 community businesses 

throughout the UK. You can watch a short animation to understand why more and more people are investing 

in community shares to support community enterprises.  

http://communitysharesscotland.org.uk/find-out-more/what-are-community-shares 

 

Co-op Local Community Fund 
 

The Co-op Local Community Fund is open to applications from small, locally based voluntary and community 

groups to support projects which benefit local communities around Co-op food stores and funeral homes 

across the UK or the Isle of Man. 

 

The Co-op Local Community Fund is provided by the Co-op Group as part of a new membership scheme 

which gives a 5% reward to shoppers on their purchases of Co-op own-brand products and services, together 

with an additional 1% given to local causes of their choice. A share of the money generated from the sale of 

5p carrier bags in local stores, as well as the profits from the range of reusable bags, will also contribute to 

the fund. 

 

The Co-op is offering the funding as a way to support local groups that are working to benefit the lives of Co-

op members and their communities. 

 

Applications will be accepted from registered charities, small charities registered with HMRC for tax, 

registered community amateur sports clubs, churches that are an 'excepted' charity and Scout or Guide 

groups can apply. 

 

To be eligible for funding, the main activities of a project must: 
 

• Take place in the UK or Isle of Man. 
 

• Not finish before October 2018. 
 

• Meet the Co-operatives values of self-help, self-responsibility, democracy, equality, equity and solidarity. 
(In the tradition of their founders, Co-operative members believe in the ethical values of honesty, 
openness, social responsibility and caring for others.) 

 

https://www.communityfoodandhealth.org.uk/funding/cfhs-funding-opportunities/
http://communitysharesscotland.org.uk/find-out-more/what-are-community-shares
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• Not have religious or political aims. (Projects led by religious organisations that benefit the wider 
community will be considered, however.) 

 

• Make the best use of the funding to create the greatest possible benefit for their community. 
 

It is anticipated that three projects in each of around 1,500 local communities across the UK will be funded. 

Although neither minimum nor maximum amounts have been revealed, groups have previously received 

grants of £2,500. 

 

Further information is available from the Co-op website. 

 

Corra Foundation – (previously known as The Lloyds TSB Foundation)  

The Lloyds TSB Foundation for Scotland has opened the Henry Duncan Awards programme to applications 

from registered charities in Scotland. 

Grassroots charities with an income of less than £500,000 a year who are operating in Scotland and delivering 

programmes or services that are clearly focused on improving the quality of life for people who are 

disadvantaged can apply now for grants of up to £7,000. 

Eligible projects must be able to show that at least one of the following objectives will be achieved: 

• Improve family welfare. 

• Reduce isolation. 

• Improve health and wellbeing. 

• Increase independence or life skills. 

• Improve community cohesion and integration. 

Priority will be given to applications that are focussed on supporting: 

• Vulnerable children and young people. 

• Isolated older people. 

• People debilitated as a result of a disability or mental health issue. 

• Families in poverty, particularly as a result of welfare reform. 

• Carers. 

See website for deadline for applications. The Foundation also provides advice surgeries in Edinburgh and 

Glasgow or by Skype. Full details can be found at website 

 

 

Cruden Foundation Limited 

This scheme makes grants available for registered charities in Scotland working for the support and 

improvement of the community. 

Funding is available for activities that support the main purposes of the trust as follows: 

1. The advancement of education. 

2. The advancement of health. 

3. The saving of lives. 

4. The advancement of citizenship or community development 

5. The advancement of the arts, heritage, culture or science. 

https://causes.coop.co.uk/
https://www.corra.scot/
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6. The advancement of public participation in sport. 

7. The provision of recreational facilities, or the organisation of recreational activities, with the object of 

improving the conditions of life for the persons for whom the facilities or activities are primarily 

intended. 

8. The advancement of environmental protection or improvement. 

9. The relief of those in need by reason of age, ill health, disability, financial hardship or other 

disadvantage. 

10. The advancement of animal welfare. 

The trust does not maintain an email address or website. Applications must be submitted in writing and 

must demonstrate need and purpose of support and be addressed to The Secretary, Cruden Foundation 

Limited, Baberton House, Juniper Green, Edinburgh, EH14 3HN 

Applications including financial details (e.g. annual accounts) are helpful to the Board when considering 

applications. 

Applications are considered by the Board three times per year: November, February and June. 

http://www.cruden-ltd.co.uk/about-us/corporate-and-social-responsibility/  

 

 

Disability Research on Independent Living and Learning’ programme 

DRILL will provide grants for projects to be carried out in Scotland, or Wales, or England or Northern Ireland.  

DRILL will also consider funding projects that involve more than one of those nations.  An example of this 

would be a project carried out in England and Wales.   

The Programme will be run by four partner organisations:   

• Disability Action (working in Northern Ireland)  

• Inclusion Scotland  

• Disability Wales 

• Disability Rights UK (working in England)   

It is the world’s first major research programme led by disabled people. DRILL is funded by the Big Lottery 

Fund and will make grants for projects from anywhere in the UK. It will fund projects to carry out research 

and projects to ‘pilot’ or test things out. The programme will last for 4 years. Check website for deadlines. 

http://www.drilluk.org.uk/ 

 

Eaga Charitable Trust Grants Programme 

Deadline: See website for details 

 

Not-for-profit organisations in the UK can apply now for grants to support projects that contribute to 

understanding and addressing the causes and effects of fuel poverty. 

Eaga Charitable Trust is an independent grant-giving trust that currently supports projects and research that 

contribute to combating fuel poverty and ensuring that energy services are fair and accessible for all groups 

in society. 

The Trust gives priority to funding proposals that have the potential to inform or influence national perceptions 

and policies and have a wide geographic focus. 

http://www.cruden-ltd.co.uk/about-us/corporate-and-social-responsibility/
http://www.drilluk.org.uk/
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Grants of between £2,500 and £25,000 are available for work based in the UK and other European Union 

countries. The Trust strongly encourages applicants to seek co-funding of projects wherever possible. There 

is no minimum or maximum duration of grant, although typically projects span between one and three years. 

 

Applications should consist of one or more of the following elements: 

• Rigorous academic and/or public policy-related research. 

• Robustly evaluated action projects which either build on existing proven models or offer innovative 

new models with the aim of achieving population-based effective interventions. 

• Dissemination and promotion of proven good practice, for example through appropriate workforce 

interventions, social media, toolkits including online tools and workshops including online 

congresses and webinars. 

• Technical support for, including scoping of, novel and innovative pilots and demonstration projects 

and the evaluation of them. 

The priority areas are: 

• Fuel poverty and health and wellbeing. 

• Fuel poverty and household vulnerability. 

• Fuel poverty and climate change and sustainability. 

• Fuel poverty and rural communities. 

 

Full details can be found on the Eaga Charitable Trust website 

 

The Ebico Trust  

The Ebico Trust generate the income from financial surplus made their energy supply business goes to 

support projects in fuel-poor neighbourhoods up and down the country. 

Applications can apply for funding for any of the following: 

• Offering advice, guidance or education to communities where fuel poverty is endemic. 

• Organisation in the business of making practical and sustainable improvements to the energy 

efficiency of local housing stock. 

• Undertaking research into fuel poverty, its incidence and the methods by which it can be tackled in 

society. 

The Trust reviews applications on a quarterly basis, this tends to be in February, May, August and 

November. Grants range between £20K and £60K. 

Download an application form here in either PDF or Word format. 

You need to send a copy of your completed form via e-mail or post to: 

Email: ebicotrust@ebico.org.uk. 

 

The Carpenters Workshop, Combe, Oxfordshire, OX29 8ET 

 

Easy Fundraising 

easyfundraising.org.uk is a great way to raise money for charities, schools, sports clubs, community groups, 

and other good causes just by shopping online. You don’t pay anything extra. So far we’ve raised over £9 

million for causes throughout the UK. 

1. Start at easyfundraising - Let's say you want to buy a pair of shoes from John Lewis. Instead of going to 

johnlewis.com directly, you first go to easyfundraising.org.uk. 

http://www.eagacharitabletrust.org/index.php/grants-offered
https://ebico.org.uk/trust/
https://ebico.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Ebico-Trust-Fund-Application-August-2016-1.pdf
https://ebico.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Ebico-Trust-Fund-Application-August-2016-1.docx
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/how-it-works/
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2. Make a purchase - From the easyfundraising website, click through to John Lewis to make your purchase. 

This tells John Lewis you came from easyfundraising. The price of the shoes is exactly the same. 

3. Get a donation - After you buy your shoes, John Lewis will give you a cash reward that you can turn into 

a donation for your good cause. easyfundraising collect this and send it on at no extra cost. 

4. Get the easyfundraising Donation Reminder - You can skip steps 1 and 2 with the easyfundraising 

Donation Reminder. Just click the reminder when you shop to receive any eligible donations. You’ll never 

forget a free donation again! 

 

Firstport Social Entrepreneurs Fund 

The Awards Programme offers two different levels of start-up awards – Start It and Build It, together with 

business support from a dedicated team of advisors to help you develop the skills and knowledge you’ll need 

to succeed. 

The Awards Programme is highly competitive, so you will need to be sure that your idea meets the specific 

funding criteria for each level.  Of those applications that are eligible, we support the ideas that can provide 

the strongest evidence of their business potential, and their ability to create significant, lasting social impact. 

START IT AWARDS - Our first level of funding is for individuals with an innovative business idea which 

addresses a social, environmental and/or community issue.  You can apply for up to £5,000 start-up costs to 

pilot your idea. 

BUILD IT AWARDS - The next level of funding is for individuals who have already piloted their social 

enterprise idea (either with or without support from our ‘Start It’ programme) and have proven that the concept 

works.  

Funding of up to £20,000 is available to cover an individual’s salary/living costs for one year, so that they can 

begin running the business full time. An additional £5,000 discretionary funding is available on top of this for 

other costs in certain cases. For more information go to http://www.firstport.org.uk/funding or phone 0131 

558 2724. 

 

Forestry Commission Scotland – The Strategic Timber Transport Fund 

Deadline: See website for details 

The aim of the Forestry Commission Scotland – The Strategic Timber Transport Fund is to facilitate the 

sustainable transport of timber in rural areas of Scotland for the benefit of local communities and the 

environment, maximising the value of monies available through innovative Regionally and Nationally 

Strategic projects and partnerships. Projects should have community and social and environmental benefits 

and reduce damage and disruption to public roads. 

Heritage Lottery Fund 

Heritage Lottery 

HLI offer a range of different grant programmes with grants from £3,000 to over £5million including: 

Sharing Heritage (£3,000 to £10,000) 

The Sharing Heritage programme is for any type of project related to national, regional or local heritage in 

the UK 

Our Heritage (£10,000 to £100,000) 

The Our Heritage programme is for any type of project related to national, regional or local heritage in the UK 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/raise-more/donation-reminder/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/raise-more/donation-reminder/
http://www.firstport.org.uk/funding
http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/supporting/forest-industries/timber-transport/strategic-timber-transport-fund
http://www.hlf.org.uk/inyourarea/Scotland/Pages/Welcome.aspx#.VCkotvldWCM
http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/SharingHeritage.aspx
http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/OurHeritage.aspx
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Heritage Grants (Grants of over £100,000) 

This is our open programme for grants over £100,000, for any type of project related to the national, regional, 

or local heritage in the UK. 

Young Roots (£10,000 to £50,000) 

The Young Roots programme is for projects that engage young people with heritage in the UK. 

Heritage Enterprise (£100,000 to £5million) 

Heritage Enterprise supports enterprising community organisations across the UK to rescue neglected 

historic buildings and sites and unlock their economic potential. 

Start-up grants (£3,000 - £10,000) 

Start-up grants are for anyone thinking about creating a new organisation to look after or engage people with 

heritage, or existing groups taking on new responsibilities for heritage. 

Parks for People (£100,000 and £5 million) 

Historic public parks and cemeteries are valued places at the centre of local communities. Help to conserve 

them with funding of £100,000–£5million. 

Landscape Partnerships (£100,000 to £3,000,000) 

From majestic mountains to open countryside and windswept coasts, conserve areas of distinctive landscape 

character with grants from £100,000–£3million. 

 

Highland Council Funding 

Highland Council offers a range of funding see funding.   

Discretionary Ward Funding 

Each of the 22 council wards receives a discretionary budget and it will be for each ward to consider when 

they wish to commit funds. 

Examples of activity previously funded: 

• Beach cleaning  

• Christmas events and lights  

• Equipment for pre-school groups 

• Firework displays 
 

Sport Council Grants grant funding for up to £500 for Equipment, Coaching, Event and Individuals Achieving 

Excellence. 

Arts promoters Grant to help with the cost of organising an annual programme of performances or exhibitions 

by visiting groups and artists. Up to £1,500 (75% can be paid in advance) 

Grants for Tourism  - This is a grant to encourage tourism related projects among tourism businesses and 

community tourism projects. 

Financial support of up to 50 per cent of eligible costs or £10,000 (whichever is the lower amount). 

Assistance may be available, where appropriate, for longer-term projects (to a maximum of three years), 

subject to budget availability and normally with an annual limit of £10,000 or 50 per cent of costs. 

http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/HeritageGrants.aspx
http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/YoungRoots.aspx
http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/Heritage_Enterprise.aspx
http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/StartupGrants.aspx
https://www.hlf.org.uk/looking-funding/our-grant-programmes/parks-people
https://www.hlf.org.uk/looking-funding/our-grant-programmes/landscape-partnerships
http://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/17/grants
http://www.highland.gov.uk/directory_record/196482/ward_discretionary_fund/category/118/art_culture_and_tourism
http://www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/file/3891/sport_grant_categories
http://www.highland.gov.uk/directory_record/196464/arts_promoters/category/118/art_culture_and_tourism
http://www.highland.gov.uk/directory_record/196480/tourism_grant/category/118/art_culture_and_tourism
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Highland Cross 

Each year Highland Cross receives requests for assistance that total more than it can support.  

Highland Cross wishes to concentrate its funding on charities and incorporated organisations, regulated by 

the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator that seek to work for the benefit of the people of Highland who 

are disadvantaged through medical or social causes. 

Highland Cross regards “Highland” as being the geographical area administered by Highland Council. 

Highland Cross will only fund capital items. Highland Cross will not consider applications for revenue costs 

such as running costs, expenses or staff costs. 

National charities are welcome to apply to Highland Cross for funding for capital items for projects that are of 

direct benefit to people of Highland.  However the panel will wish to examine why the funding is required 

where a charity has a major national fundraising operation. They will also require assurances that the assets 

will continue to be applied to the benefit of people of Highland for the foreseeable future and that there is a 

sustainable plan for their use should the national charity cease operations in Highland. 

Highland Cross will show preference to those charities who are the end user of the item(s) being funded.  

Highland Cross will show less preference for charities who are raising funds for an item e.g. vehicle or building 

where that will be handed over to a third party that is not a charity especially if the third party is a statutory 

body.  

Highland Cross is reluctant to donate to large collector funds where there is a long time scale to the realisation 

of a project. Highland Cross may contribute to such a project where they are being asked to fund the cost of 

a specific item to complete the project such as furnishings or equipment for a building. 

Applications must be with Highland Cross by 30 September 2017 (please note new deadline date). 

Jewson Ltd – Building better communities 

Deadline: See website for details 

Local projects have a chance to win between £500 and £10,000 worth of building materials for projects to 

improve community facilities. It may be a new sports club changing room, a much needed play area for 

children or a face lift for a community building that’s seen better days. There is also a main competition prize 

of £150,000 for buildings created or renovated using ‘My Comfort’ building principles by Saint-Gobain. 

Jewson Ltd – Building better communities 

 

LEADER funding - Nairnshire & Rural Inverness 
 

The Highland LEADER Programme is encouraging potential applicants to come forward with project ideas.   

 

LEADER is an EU Fund aimed at promoting economic and community development within rural areas.   

The Inner Moray Firth South Local Area Partnership has a budget of £412,684 to award to projects which 

will benefit communities in Nairnshire and Rural Inverness, excluding Inverness City. 

 

Grants of between £10,000 and £50,000 are available for projects that help deliver the aims and objectives 

of the Highland LEADER Programme.  Applicants are able to apply for up to 50% of project costs (minimum 

project costs of £20,000). 

 

The Local Area Partnership has developed an Action Plan which outlines community development priorities 

for the Inner Moray Firth South.  To download a copy of the Plan please click here 

https://www.buildingbettercommunities.co.uk/
http://www.highland.gov.uk/leader/downloads/file/45/inner_moray_firth_south_local_area_action_plan
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Individuals, groups, organisations and businesses also have the opportunity to apply for other funding 

available through the Highland LEADER Programme.  Grants between £5,000 and £100,000 are available 

for rural enterprise, farm diversification, Highland wide projects and co-operation projects with other areas 

in Scotland, the UK or Europe.  

 

For further information about the Highland LEADER Programme please visit www.highlandleader.com or 

contact Fiona Daschofsky, the LEADER Development Officer for Inner Moray Firth South.  Fiona will 

support and guide applicants, through the process of applying for and managing a LEADER grant.  Fiona 

can be contacted on 01463 702 542 or by emailing fiona.daschofsky@highland.gov.uk   

 

Living Waterways Awards  

Deadline:  See website for details 

The Awards recognise the most inspiring and exciting waterway-based projects across the UK. 

Looking for innovation, determination and partnership working. Entries welcome from projects, schemes or 

initiatives of any size from across the UK that are located on, or immediately adjacent to, an inland waterway.  

From inspirational story-telling to dedicated volunteer-led schemes; innovative design and construction 

projects to pioneering environmental initiatives, there are seven award categories up for grabs: 

• Art & Interpretation 

• Contribution to the Built Environment 

• Community & Volunteering 

• Education & Learning 

• Natural Environment 

• Recreation & Tourism 

• Restoration & Historic Environment 

For further information visit https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/living-waterways-awards-2015 

 

Low Carbon Travel and Transport Challenge Fund 
 

Transport Scotland and Energy Saving Trust are seeking expressions of interest for a second funding call for 

the Low Carbon Travel and Transport Challenge Fund. 

 

The second call will launch in early October and public, community, and third sector organisations can apply 

for funding under the European Regional Development Fund 2014-2020 Programme, to facilitate the delivery 

of active travel and low carbon transport hubs. 

Awards will be announced in March/April 2018. 

 

Organisations will be able to bid for up to 40% (Lowlands and Uplands) or up to 70% (Highlands and Islands) 

of their total eligible project costs, where total eligible project costs can be between £250,000 and £2 million. 

The 70% ERDF intervention rate for H&I is subject to European Commission approval. The remainder of the 

project costs must be provided through match funding identified by the applicant from other non-European 

public sources. Projects funded through this second call must be completed by December 2019. 

Read more about the LCTT Challenge Fund and find an expression of interest form. 

To discuss a project proposal and/or would like support in developing your application, contact the Energy 

Saving Trust LCTT Challenge Fund team: 

Email: LCTT@est.org.uk Phone: 0131 555 8691 www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/lcttchallengefund 

 

http://www.highlandleader.com/
mailto:fiona.daschofsky@highland.gov.uk
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/living-waterways-awards-2015
https://d.docs.live.net/a69d8992353fa7de/Soirbheas%20File%20Store/Funding%20opportunities/Funding%20Opportunity%20Updates/Current/www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/lcttchallengefund


 

 
Updated September 2017 
 

 

Miss Agnes Hunter’s Trust – Small Grant Programme 

Deadline: Apply at any time 

The Miss Agnes H Hunter’s Trust – Small Grant Programme  can provide up to £4000 currently supports 

charities that: support people suffering from arthritis and cancer; help disabled people, including those 

affected by physical disability, visual impairment or illness, and those with mental health problems or learning 

difficulties; assist with the education and training of disadvantaged people aged 16 and above. 

 

National Lottery Grant Programmes 

National lottery finding is distributed by 12 lottery funders across the UK; the main distributors for Scotland 

are Big Lottery, Creative Scotland, Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and Sport Scotland. 

If you have a project idea but not sure which lottery programme it best falls under then visit the National 

Lottery Funding Finder.  

Big Lottery 

Big Lottery - http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/scotland 

Some examples of Big Lottery grant programmes: 

Awards for All - A quick and easy way to get small Lottery grants of between £300 and £10,000 

Celebrate programme - Grants of up to £5,000 are available to groups to hold one-off events or activities 

which celebrate their local community. Celebrate gives people the chance to come together, whether that’s 

to mark something important to their community, commemorate a historic local event, or simply get to know 

their neighbours better. Applications will be assessed and awarded on a first-come, first-served basis. The 

fund will close to new applications when all the money has been awarded. 

Community Assets fund - Groups can apply for grants from £10,000 to £1 million to buy, build or develop 

buildings and land. Between now and 2020, up to £45 million is available through the fund in Scotland. A 

webinar on this fund is available here.  

Communities and Families Fund - Supporting projects that help families and communities give children the 

best start in life. Grants available from £250 - £10,000. 

Growing Community Assets: Investing in Communities - Supporting communities to take more control through 

ownership of assets. Grants available from £10,000 - £1 million. 

Life Transitions:  Investing in Communities – Supporting people at key times of change, helping them make 

their lives better for the future. Grants available from £10,000 - £1 million.  

Supporting 21st Century Life: Investing in Communities - It aims to improve the quality of family life by helping 

families most in need with early action to give children a better chance in life. Funding projects that build 

stronger families and stronger communities. Grants available from £10,000 - £1 million. 

Investing in Ideas - Enabling organisations to develop ways of working that bring improvements to 

communities. Grants of £500 to £10,000  awarded to organisations to enable them to think about, develop 

and test new ideas or improved ways of working that will bring real improvements to communities, and the 

lives of people most in need. 

Scottish Land Fund - The Scottish Land Fund will support rural communities to become more resilient and 

sustainable through the ownership and management of land and land assets. It will provide practical support 

http://www.agneshunter.org.uk/
http://www.lotterygoodcauses.org.uk/funding-finder
http://www.lotterygoodcauses.org.uk/funding-finder
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/scotland
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/scotland
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/global-content/programmes/scotland/awards-for-all-scotland
https://biglotteryfund.org.uk/global-content/programmes/scotland/celebratefund
https://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/global-content/programmes/scotland/community-assets
http://www.hie.co.uk/community-support/community-assets/listen-back.html
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/global-content/programmes/scotland/communities-and-families-fund
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/global-content/programmes/scotland/investing-in-communities-growing-community-assets
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/global-content/programmes/scotland/life-transitions
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/global-content/programmes/scotland/supporting-21st-century-life
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/global-content/programmes/scotland/investing-in-ideas
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/global-content/programmes/scotland/scottish-land-fund


 

 
Updated September 2017 
 

and funding to enable local people to work together to develop their ideas and aspirations and plan and 

complete viable land and land assets acquisition projects. Grant available from £10,000 - £750,000. 

Young Start - is a grants programme that distributes money from dormant bank accounts. It aims to create 

opportunities for children and young people aged between 8 and 24 to help them realise their potential. 

Grants from £10,000 - £50,000. 

For full list Big Lottery grant programmes visit the Big Lottery Funding Finder 

Big Lottery Fund Scotland Launches New Five Year Funding Programme 

BIG Scotland has announced a new £250 million five-year funding programme aimed at helping 

communities and individuals most in need throughout the country. 

The Improving Lives fund has been designed to support organisations to deliver activities which will help 

people in Scotland to overcome difficulties and become more resilient. Local authorities and voluntary, 

community and social enterprise (VCSE) organisations, including charitable organisations, based and 

working in Scotland can apply for one of two levels of funding: 

• Medium grants of between £10,000 and £150,000. 

• Large grants of between £150,000 and £1 million. 

Grants are available for up to five years, and priority will be given to both smaller organisations that have 

not received Big Lottery Funding before and organisations that are working at a local level. 

Funding will be awarded for activity which: 

• Supports children, young people and families currently experiencing challenging circumstances. 

• Supports people who have experienced abuse. 

• Tackles loss, isolation and loneliness. 

• Challenges discrimination and supports people affected by this. 

The Community-led Activities fund has been established to support communities in Scotland to improve 

the places in which they live and the wellbeing of those most in need. Voluntary and community 

organisations in Scotland that are based in the local area they serve and are run by local people are eligible 

to apply for grants of between £10,000 and £150,000 for a period of between three and five years. 

To be eligible, their work must achieve the following outcomes: 

• Everyone in the community has the opportunity to influence and get involved in community-led 

activity. 

• People in the community are better connected and work together to improve their well-being. 

For both the Improving Lives and the Community-led Activities fund, applicants must show how their 

activities are in line with the Big Lottery Fund Scotland’s refreshed and redeveloped approach to funding. 

BIG’s new priorities are for activities that are: 

• People-led – meaningfully involving beneficiaries the development, design and delivery of 

activity. 

• Strengths-based – making the most of, and building on, the skills and experiences of people and 

assets within communities. 

• Connected – having a good understanding of what others are doing locally, developing good 

working relationships and complementing and adding value to other relevant activity in the area. 

Applicants must contact the BIG Advice Team in the first instance to request an application form and 

discuss their proposal. 

Further information is available on Big Lottery Fund Scotland’s website. 

http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/global-content/programmes/scotland/young-start
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/funding/funding-finder
https://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/scotland
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People’s Postcode Lottery 

People's Postcode Trust Small Grants Programme 

Registered charities, SCIOs, constituted voluntary and community groups, social enterprises, community 

interest companies (CIC), not-for-profit organisations and local constituted clubs are reminded that the remit 

for the People’s Postcode Trust Small Grants scheme is changing in 2016. 

There will be two funding rounds each year. Grants of between £500 and £20,000 are available for projects 

in Scotland and England lasting up to 12 months, while applicants in Wales can apply for grants of between 

£500 and £20,000. However, applicants that are not formally registered as a charity with the OSCR or the 

Charity Commission can only apply for up to £2,000. 

As the People’s Postcode Trust’s mission is to try to make the world a better place, applications are now 

invited for projects that focus on the following themes: 

• Prevention of poverty. 

• Healthy living initiatives. 

• Upholding human rights. 

• Facilitating reconciliation projects which help disadvantaged or at-risk groups. 

 

Examples of projects which may fit within the Trust’s new criteria include: 

• Training programmes to boost skills and opportunities for disadvantaged people, including 

volunteer training programmes aimed at providing skills to the long-term unemployed. 

• Projects that tackle the root causes of anti-social behaviour and homelessness, including projects 

aimed at at-risk young people or young people leaving care. 

• Projects that support at-risk families, providing and early intervention to help tackle family 

breakdown. 

• Programmes that improve the physical and mental health of disadvantaged groups, enabling them 

to live more fulfilling lives. 

• Programmes that promote human rights and empower disadvantaged groups enabling them to 

create a better life for themselves. 

• Provision of services around domestic violence centres or refugee advice centres. 

• Projects that bring different groups of people together in a way that promotes understanding of 

differences and promotes justice, including programmes that promote migrant rights and help 

groups integrate into new environments. 

Full details of the changes, including revised guidelines, can be found on the People’s Postcode Trust 

website. 

Postcode Community Trust Community Grants Programme Opens 

Postcode Community Trust was established in 2014 to support marginalised groups in obtaining the skills & 

resources to effect change in their own communities – awarding £2 million of funding in 2015. 

Postcode Community Trust operates its own society lottery and receives all of its funding from players of 

People's Postcode Lottery. 

 

In 2017, the Trust will focus on grass-roots community sports, arts, recreation, physical and mental health 

projects. 

 

For details Guidance Notes click here. 

 

Our 2017 funding programme will have two rounds over the year and a new, two-stage application process:  

http://www.postcodetrust.org.uk/applying-for-a-grant
file:///C:/Users/JoEllen/AppData/Local/Packages/Microsoft.MicrosoftEdge_8wekyb3d8bbwe/TempState/Downloads/17_PCTfunding.pdf
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Stage 1 will involve an Expression of Interest (EOI) form. 

Stage 2 will consist of a Full Application Form, open only to those invited to apply.  

 

Expressions of Interest for Round 2 are open from 1st August 2017 – 18th August 2017. 

 

Full details can be found on the Postcode Community Trust website 

 

The Postcode Local Trust 

The Postcode Local Trust has announced that there will be two grant rounds in 2017, with a two stage 

application process. 

The Postcode Local Trust, established in 2015, operates its own society lottery and receives all of its 

funding from players of People's Postcode Lottery. The Trust was created to provide financial support for 

charities and good causes which help communities enhance their natural environment in a way that 

benefits the wider community. 

In 2017 Postcode Local Trust will fund projects that are of local importance across Great Britain which 

support wildlife areas, sustainability initiatives, local indoor and outdoor spaces and citizenship (local 

volunteering projects). 

Registered charities in England and Scotland can apply for grants of between £500 and £20,000, and those 

in Wales can apply for grants of between £500 and £10,000. Grants of up to £2,000 are available to other 

not-for-profit organisations that do not have a registered charity number. 

The grants will be for the following types of activities: 

Enhancing outdoor spaces such as: 

• Community gardens. 

• Community orchards. 

• Play areas, especially those made with sustainable wood sources or recycled materials. 

Local, biodiversity improvements or habitat restoration such as: 

• Wildflower meadow creation. 

• Flood prevention schemes. 

• Hedgerow boundary improvements. 

• Wetland area enhancements. 

• Tree planting/woodland creation. 

Outdoor education projects delivered with local communities by environmental charities. 

Green Energy projects which create more sustainable solutions to lowering, eg, energy costs in a 

community centre. 

Solar panel, wind turbine or micro-hydro schemes. 

Cultural heritage of an area (stories, exhibitions). 

Volunteering initiatives that help local projects, local areas and local people through, for example, uniform 

youth organisations. 

Please note that this is a 'vastly' oversubscribed fund, and groups are strongly encouraged to read the new 

guidance document which can be found on the Trust's website. 

There will be two grant rounds in 2017, with a two stage application process. 

http://www.postcodecommunitytrust.org.uk/applying-for-a-grant


 

 
Updated September 2017 
 

    Round 1 Expressions of interest: 23 January 2017 to 10 February 2017. 

    Round 2 Expressions of interest: 01 August 2017 to 18 August 2017. 

Full details can be found on the Postcode Local Trust website. 

 

SSE (Scottish and Southern Electricity) 

Employee Volunteering  - SSE support charities, organisations and schools, giving our time and skills to help 

our local communities. If you are not-for-profit organisation or group and could use SSE volunteers for a 

specific project that can be completed in a day or so contact us to see how we can help. 

SSE Sustainable Development Fund  

Deadline: See website for details 

Following consultation with regional stakeholders, the following ‘priority areas’ have been established and 

any successful application must fit in to at least one of these areas: 

1. Increase job opportunities and employment in Scotland – through activities focused on increasing 

an individual’s chances of entering employment and/or progressing further in employment through 

apprenticeship schemes, training programmes or similar. 

2. Enable communities to develop renewable energy schemes – which are of benefit to the local 

community and could generate social, environmental or economic benefit 

3. Enhance Scotland’s natural and built environment – for the benefit of local people and the 

attraction of visitors; activities that retain, enhance or build upon natural and/or local heritage. 

 

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) 

Funding priorities - grants focus on projects that get more people and communities actively involved in and 

caring for Scotland's nature and landscapes.  SNH will fund a variety of projects that help to deliver key 

outcomes for people and nature. They are: 

Outcome 1 - more people experiencing, enjoying and valuing nature and landscapes 

Outcome 2 - improve the quality and management of Scotland's nature and landscapes 

Outcome 3 - nature and landscapes making an increased contribution to the Scottish economy 

Outcome 4 - better places in which to live, work and visit are created 

To get more information on our priorities and the activities we are more interested in funding, please 

see Funding priorities  guidance.  It includes information on: 

• funding priorities 

• who can apply and what sort of work will be fund 

• making our decision 

• measuring success 

 

Seedcorn Grant Funding 

http://www.postcodelocaltrust.org.uk/applying-for-a-grant
http://sse.com/beingresponsible/responsiblecommunitymember/employeevolunteering/
http://sse.com/beingresponsible/responsiblecommunitymember/sustainablefund/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/A918342.pdf
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In order to encourage inclusive growth and greater public - private partnership working at a local 

level, grant funding is available for business groups and local bodies, working in partnership with 

their local authority, to develop proposals for Business Improvement Districts across Scotland. The 

grant funding is to support the development of town and city neighbourhoods, tourism and visitor 

areas, rural areas, business and industrial parks, food and drink and single business sector BIDs 

such as textile or whisky. 

The grant of up to £20,000 is a single payment. Funding for the development of Business 

Improvement Districts may be limited and whilst all applications will be considered, it is inevitable 

that some will not proceed to grant or may fail to meet the assessment criteria. 

Seedcorn Grants are available twice yearly with the application and award windows being, 

1st Window 

1st - 30th June 
Award of grant week commencing 1st August 
These dates allow for a ballot to take place in September, October and November the following 
year. 

2nd Window 

1st - 30th November 

Award of grant week commencing 16th January 

These dates allow for a ballot to take place in February, March, April, May or June in the following 

year. 

 

Applications for grant which propose a ballot date outside of the above months as a result of local 

conditions or sector requirements may be considered separately. The BIDs Project Director should 

be contacted prior to submission of the grant application. 

Please download the 'General Criteria and Guidance Letter' and the 'Application Form', which give 

further details on the application process and requirements in respect of the seedcorn grant. 

Tesco Charity Trust Community Awards  

Deadline:  See website for details 

Charitable groups that are working locally across the UK to support health, opportunities for young people or 

environmental sustainability can apply now for a grant from the Community Awards programme. 

Funding is normally offered twice a year and is aimed at projects that provide practical benefits, such as 

equipment and resources. 

Registered charities and not for profit organisations with a turnover of less than £5 million can apply for one-

off grants of between £500 and £2,500. (Organisations which have received an award within the last three 

years may not apply for this round.) 

http://www.bids-scotland.com/images/stories/IDPDocuments/general%20criteria%20and%20guidance%20letter%20april%202012.pdf
http://www.bids-scotland.com/files/SeedcornGrantApplicationForm2ndJune2016.doc
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The Spring round is aimed at projects that directly benefit health, environmental sustainability or opportunities 

for young people in the local communities in areas where Tesco has stores in the UK. 

Projects that may receive support include the following: 

• Health 

o Improving diets and encouraging healthy eating. 

o Involvement in sport and physical activity. 

• Opportunities for young people 

o Education and training programmes which develop key skills that prepare young people for work, 

no matter what career they want to pursue. 

o Support to vulnerable, disengaged groups and young people in long term unemployment. 

o Learning programmes for young people with disabilities. 

o Access to information, skills and opportunities young people need to start successful careers. 

• Environmental sustainability 

o Helping people to reduce the amount of food they throw away at home. 

o Helping people to recycle more or save more energy or water. 

o Local eco initiatives in the community that contribute to global environmental impact. 

o Projects that encourage sustainable living. 

o Wildlife conservation projects. 

For deadlines and full details along with the online application form can be found on the Tesco Charity 

Trust website 

 

The Scottish Government's Voluntary Sector Development Fund  

This has opened for 2017/18 applications with a funding pot of £900,000 for voluntary sector organisations 

providing social services in Scotland.  

The Scottish Service Council has taken over managing this fund at the request of the Scottish Government.  

The aim of the Fund is to provide further investment in the voluntary sector to develop a confident, competent 

workforce and to meet the demands now required of these staff.  

Voluntary organisations registered with the Care Inspectorate can apply for funding to contribute to costs 

associated with achieving SVQ Social Services and Healthcare at SCQF Level 6 qualifications.  

A total of £900,000 is available for the 2017/18 round, with successful applicants receiving up to £25,000 

each.  

The priority groups for this year are as follows:  

• Support Workers in Housing Support Services.  

• Support Workers in Care at Home Services.  

Funding is available to support the cost of SVQ Social Services and Healthcare at SCQF Level 6 

qualifications.  

The deadline for applications is 1 September 2017.  

Further information can be found on the Scottish Social Services Council's website 

The Pebble Trust 

Grants up to £5,000 available for projects which promote a more sustainable society. 

http://www.tescoplc.com/index.asp?pageid=754#ref_index.asp?pageid=121
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The Pebble Trust, established in 2014, has a vision of a more sustainable, equal and low-carbon society, 

where constraints on fossil fuels lead to a more localised economy with stronger, more resilient, communities, 

and where human activities take account of climate change and the wider environment. The Trust supports 

projects in Scotland, and particularly in the Highlands and Islands. 

For more information visit the Pebble Trust website: http://www.thepebbletrust.org/ 

Please like Pebble Trust on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/thepebbletrusthighlands 

 

Transform Foundation 

The Transform Foundation, a registered charity, provides grants and other resources to the charity sector 

to fund innovative digital projects.  The Charity Website Grant Programme forms part of the Foundation’s 

wider efforts to support the charity sector in effectively making the transition from traditional forms of 

fundraising and service delivery towards more digitally focused models.  

This is the second year that the Foundation is offering grants of £18,000 which can cover strategy, design 

and development to build an 'amazing' website. The grants will cover 100% of the upfront costs which 

means that grant recipient will only need to fund ongoing costs. 

Any type of non-profit organisation may apply, with successful applicants in the past including causes as 

diverse as community development, disability, education, theatre, mental health, hospices, national 

heritage, volunteering, family, children and youth, addiction, homelessness, international aid, and arts. 

Applicants must: 

Have an annual income of between £500,000 and £30 million. 

Be able to show that their website is getting in the way of their fundraising and marketing. 

Have the potential for a bigger income by raising more money and impact by reaching more supporters. 

There is a two-stage application process. Stage 1 applications will be accepted on a rolling basis 

throughout 2017. 

Further information can be found on the Transform Foundation website. 

 

The Prince's Countryside Fund 

The Prince's Countryside Fund provides more than £1m in grants each year to projects across the UK. 

They have grants of up to £50,000 available for innovative projects that will provide a lasting legacy to the 

individuals and communities they seek to benefit. 

They seek applications to support activity that results in a long-term positive impact on rural communities 

by helping the people that live and work in the countryside. Our grant programme currently aims to tackle 

the following key rural issues: 

• To improve the prospects of viability for family farm businesses 

• To sustain rural communities and drive economic vibrancy 

• To support aid delivery in emergency and building resilience 

The Princes Countryside Fund – Land Rover Bursary 2017, where they will be awarding up to five inspiring 

young people the use of a Land Rover vehicle for a year to support their career in farming or related 

professions. Entrants can apply for professional or community use. 

http://www.thepebbletrust.org/
https://www.facebook.com/thepebbletrusthighlands
https://www.transformfoundation.org.uk/
http://www.princescountrysidefund.org.uk/how-we-help/introduction
http://www.princescountrysidefund.org.uk/how-we-help/the-land-rover-bursary-
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Our Emergency Fund most recently supported the farmers, rural businesses and communities affected by 

flooding in northern England and parts of Scotland following a series of severe storms during the winter of 

2015/16. 

The Prince’s Farm Resilience Programme was launched in 2016 by HRH The Prince of Wales, who 

recognises that family farms are the heart of the British countryside and that their health is vital for rural 

communities across the UK. 

 

Arts Specific Funding 

Creative Scotland Funding 

As well as distributing lottery funding Creative Scotland Funding manage a number of other grant-giving 

programmes. Funding is open to individuals, groups or organisations to apply for support for a wide range of 

activity. Click on the programmes below for more information about what each will support and how to apply. 

Open Programme  

Open Programme This fund supports the arts, screen and creative industries, with projects that help them 

explore, realise and develop their creative potential, widen access to their work, and enrich Scotland’s 

reputation as a distinctive creative nation connected to the world. We want to encourage applicants to 

generate great ideas and projects that we can then help them to make happen. 

These ideas can fall within a broad spectrum of activity, and Open Project Funding will support: 

• Projects that develop skills or artistic practice 

• Projects that create something new and of high quality 

• Projects which either present work to audiences, or which try to develop and reach new audiences 

(including those hard to reach) 

• Projects which encourage more people to get involved in artistic and creative activity. 

 

Support will be available for activity and projects of different size and scale – and for up to 2 years in duration. 

 

Regular Funding 

Regular funding supports a breadth and range of arts and creative organisations and sustainable 

environments through which artists and creative people can deepen and deliver their work, their engagement 

with the public, and their professional networks. Regular funding provides 3-year funding for organisations, 

and is one of the key means by which the ambitions, priorities and connecting themes highlighted in the 

Creative Scotland 10 Year Plan will be addressed. It provides stable support for a range of organisations and 

consortia across Scotland who make an important contribution to the development of the arts, screen and 

creative industries, enabling them to plan and deliver activities over a 3-year period.   

Targeted funding 

Targeted Funding  addresses specific activities and development needs in a sector, specialism, and/or 

geographic area, and can be shaped in response to a sectoral reviews, strategic planning or consultation 

with external partners. A full list of our targeted funds can be found in our Annual Plan 2014-15, and outlined 

below are the main funds with some form of open application. Additionally, a small number of funding 

programmes which have shared goals with other agencies will fall under Targeted Funding - including a 

http://www.princescountrysidefund.org.uk/how-we-help/emergency-fund-
http://www.princescountrysidefund.org.uk/how-we-help/the-princes-farm-resilience-programme
http://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes
http://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes/open-project-funding
http://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes/regular-funding
http://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes/targeted-funding
http://www.creativescotland.com/what-we-do/annual-plan
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number of funds – sometimes called ‘devolved funds’ - which are delivered by partner organisations. You 

can see a list of these funds here. 

 

Sports Specific Funding 

Sports Facilities 

Sport Facilities This funding stream funds developments that are for the public good and will provide equitable 

opportunities for increased sports participation by the community at local level. 

Priority will be given to projects that have established/will establish with the sports programmes and/or 

initiatives operated by the local authority, national governing body for sport and their associates/partners. 

Applicants need to demonstrate that the proposed development is for the public good and will provide 

equitable opportunities for increased sports participation by the community at local level. 

This funding stream is for capital expenditure only. We distribute this in accordance with the Government’s 

policy directions for lottery and funds for capital expenditure on sports projects which benefit the community. 

We cannot fund projects that are already underway, where building contracts are already let. 

Sports Scotland Funding 

As well as distributing lottery funding Sports Scotland Funding manage a number of grant-giving programmes 

and other sources of funding for organisations involved in Scottish sport. Funding is open to clubs and 

individuals. 

 

Funding for businesses individuals & home owners 

*See - Art Funding and Sports Funding as some programmes are also open to individuals. 

Energy Saving Trust 

For home owners there are a number of schemes available to help with the costs of having energy-saving 

improvements fitted in your home visit Energy Saving Trust 

Green Deal - A Government-backed scheme to help you make cost-effective energy saving improvements. 

Instead of paying for the full cost of the improvements up front, you pay over time through a charge added to 

your electricity bill. 

ECO (Energy Company Obligation) - Funding from the big six energy suppliers to support energy 

improvements for people on certain benefits, for those in solid wall properties and for households in the 

poorest parts of the country. 

Find out more about Green Deal and ECO. 

Feed-in Tariffs - On-going financial support for people generating electricity from renewable sources such as 

solar PV and wind. Find out more about generating your own energy. 

Renewable Heat Premium Payment (RHPP) - A one-off payment to households installing renewable heating 

systems such as heat pumps, wood boilers or solar water heating. Find out about phase 2 of the RHPP. 

Individual Learning Accounts (ILA) 

http://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes/funds-delivered-by-partners
https://sportscotland.org.uk/funding/sport-facilities-fund/
http://www.sportscotland.org.uk/funding/funding/
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/Take-action/Find-a-grant
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/Take-action/Find-a-grant/Green-Deal-and-ECO
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/Generating-energy/Getting-started-with-renewables
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/Generating-energy/Getting-money-back/Renewable-Heat-Premium-Payment-Phase-2
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ILA - Annual funding for individual to attend approved training courses. Individuals who meet the eligibility 

criteria for SDS Individual Learning Accounts (ILA) may qualify for £200 a year towards training. And because 

it’s not a loan, the money doesn’t need to be paid back. 

There are over 500 training providers across Scotland are registered to deliver ILA training. In 2014/5, 26,000 
people undertook 31,000 courses. The training covers a whole range of skills from using Microsoft Excel to 
operating a forklift truck. 

To apply, you must be: 

• a British citizen or 

• a national of a member state of the European Economic Area who has utilised their ‘right of residence’ 
or 

• settled within the United Kingdom within the meaning of section 33(2A) of the Immigration Act 1971.  
You are only eligible for support if you are ‘settled within the UK’. If you are in Scotland on a temporary 
student or work visa then you are not entitled to SDS Individual Learning Account funding. 'Settled' 
means being both ordinarily resident in the UK, and without any immigration restriction on the length 
of your stay in the UK. 'Settled' can include those with Indefinite Leave to Remain/Enter and those 
with Refugee status. You do not have 'settled status' if you have a time limit on the length of your stay 
in the UK, as shown by your current immigration permission. For example, those with 'Limited Leave'. 

and 

• You must be ordinarily resident* in Scotland. 

• Aged 16 years or over 

• Have an income of £22,000 or less, or be in receipt of a qualifying benefit 

• Not hold a UK degree or postgraduate qualification or overseas equivalent 

• Not enrolled in any form of secondary, further or higher education 

• You are considered to be in secondary education until the date you leave school 

• You are considered to be in further or higher education from the date you enrol on your course 

• You can’t use ILA to fund any part-time course that is already funded by the part-time fee grant 

• If you’re participating in training through the Employability Fund or Modern Apprenticeship, or 
participating on the Community Jobs Scotland programme you're not eligible for ILA. 

• Please note: If your application for ILA funding is successful, you will be unable to apply for a Student 
Awards Agency For Scotland (SAAS) Part-Time Fee Grant for the duration of your ILA learner year. 

If you have previously opened an Individual Learning Account and wish to renew it, we will need to confirm 
your continued eligibility.  

To find out more contact us on 0800 917 8000 or visit the website, https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/learn-
and-train/funding 

 

New Enterprise Allowance 

You may be eligible for New Enterprise Allowance if you’re over 18 and you can show that you have a 
business idea that could work. You need to be getting one of the following benefits: 

• Jobseeker’s Allowance (or your partner does) 
• Employment and Support Allowance (or your partner does) 
• Income Support, if you’re a lone parent, or you’re sick or disabled 

You may also be eligible if you get Universal Credit, including if you’re already self-employed. 

If you’re starting a new business, you’ll be given a business mentor, who will provide advice and support 
on: 

https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/learn-and-train/sds-individual-learning-accounts-ila
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/learn-and-train/funding
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/learn-and-train/funding
https://www.gov.uk/new-enterprise-allowance
https://www.gov.uk/jobseekers-allowance
https://www.gov.uk/employment-support-allowance
https://www.gov.uk/income-support
https://www.gov.uk/universal-credit
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• becoming self-employed 
• setting up your business and starting to trade 

Once you’ve made a business plan and it’s been approved, you can get: 

• a weekly allowance worth up to £1,274 over 26 weeks 
• a loan to help with start-up costs 

If you’re self-employed and claiming Universal Credit 

You may be able to: 

• get help to increase your earnings by developing a business development and growth plan 
• get ongoing mentoring support for up to 52 weeks to help grow your business 
• apply for a start-up loan if your business is less than 2 years old 

Extra support 

You may be able to get extra support through an Access to Work grant if you have a disability, health or 
mental health condition and you’re getting New Enterprise Allowance. 

 

Princes Youth Trust  

Development Awards for 25 year olds and under help tackle financial barriers that may be preventing you 

from accessing education, training or employment grant funding 

 

Recycling And Waste LP (RAW)  

Funding for waste infrastructure, targeting smaller-scale recycling and waste projects across the UK. 

This £50 million fund is for waste infrastructure, targeting smaller-scale recycling and waste projects across 

the UK. The investment by the Green Investment Bank will be used to fund biopower projects that will put the 

UK at the forefront of this innovative green technology, turning local waste wood to electricity. 

For further information on how to obtain this grant locally, please click here or contact the following: 

Foresight Group, The Shard, 32 London Bridge St, London, SE1 9SG, Tel: 020 3667 8100  

E-mail Contact 

 

Shirlie Project – Employability Fund 
 
If you have left school and you are not yet in further education, employment or training the 
"Employability Fund" might be for you. 

This project provides high quality one-to-one support to enable young people to access 
employment and reach their potential. 

The aim is to ensure that you will: 

• Gain the most from your experience 

https://www.gov.uk/set-up-sole-trader
https://www.gov.uk/set-up-business
https://www.gov.uk/write-business-plan
https://www.gov.uk/start-up-loans
https://www.gov.uk/access-to-work
http://www.princes-trust.org.uk/need_help/grants.aspx
https://www.mygov.scot/recycling-and-waste-lp-raw/?via=http://business.scotland.gov.uk/view/funding/recycling-and-waste-lp-raw
mailto:info@foresightgroup.eu
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• Gain the skills to successfully apply for jobs 
• Gain a realistic idea of what a career would involve including organised a work experience 

placement 
• Receive positive support that builds around your needs and abilities 

More details at http://shirlietestsite.co.uk/employability/ 

 

Funding for young people 

BBC Children in Need Grants Programme Welcomes UK Applications 

BBC Children in Need is currently accepting applications from charities and not-for-profit organisations 

working with disadvantaged children and young people in the UK who are 18 years old and younger. 

BBC Children in Need is the BBC's UK charity which has raised more than £600 million since 1980 to change 

the lives of disadvantaged children and young people living in the UK. 

Registered charities, voluntary organisations, schools, churches and community interest groups can apply 

for either a Small Grant of up to £10,000 (for projects of one year) or a Main Grant exceeding £10,000 (for 

projects of up to three years). 

Projects must benefit children and young people (aged 18 years and younger) who are experiencing 

disadvantage through: 

• Illness, distress, abuse or neglect. 

• Any kind of disability. 

• Behavioural or psychological difficulties. 

• Living in poverty or situations of deprivation. 

Organisations must be working to combat this disadvantage and to make a real difference to children and 

young people's lives. 

Projects should: 

• Take the initiative and show clearly how they will make a difference in children and young people's 

lives. 

• Address the challenges the children and young people face, build their skills and resilience, 

empower them and extend their choices in life. 

• Involve children and young people in the design, delivery and evaluation of their work. 

• Be keen to keep learning about their work so that their ability to make a difference in children and 

young people's lives can keep on improving. 

The Small Grants programme is looking for projects where a relatively small amount of money can make a 

big difference for children and young people. 

The grants are to be used for direct project costs that relate clearly and directly to a project. These can include 

salaries, volunteer expenses, building hire costs and travel costs. In many cases project costs also include 

less delivery-focused aspects such as line management, administration, insurance and utilities. Match 

funding is not required. 

 

Full details and deadlines can be found on the BBC website 

 

Big lottery Fund - Young Start  

Aims to create opportunities for children and young people aged between 8 and 24 to help realise their 

potential. They are awarding grants between £10,000 – £50,000 for projects that meet one or more of the 

following programme outcomes: 

Connected – Younger and older generations are better connected and have more understanding and 

respect for each other 

http://shirlietestsite.co.uk/employability/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1N4ddmFHns8VPKjyp3PMYwn/apply-for-a-grant
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Enterprising – Young people are better prepared for getting a job or starting a business. 

Confident – Children and young people have more confidence and skills 

Healthy – Children and young people have better physical, mental and emotional health 

In particular they are keen to fund intergenerational projects in the following areas: North Lanarkshire, Perth 

& Kinross, Highland, South Ayrshire, Midlothian. 

Intergenerational groups may be eligible for funding if they can show that at least 75% of the project 

beneficiaries will be aged 8-24. 

Third sector organisations can apply and grants can run between one to two years. They are interested in 

projects that have been designed to ensure that everyone can take part, as well as projects that focus on 

specific groups of children and young people. 

Young Start can fund 100 per cent of project costs. However, they can also fund part of a larger project if 

additional funding is in place. If they are only funding part of a project, the total project cost should be no 

more than £100,000. This is a rolling programme so groups can apply at any time. 

More information can be found on our website and the enquiry team are happy to answer any questions 

regarding the funding or application process. They can be contacted on free-phone number 03001237110 or 

email. 

 

CashBack for Communities  

The Cashback for Communities programme takes money recovered from criminals and invests it in 

community activities and facilities largely for disadvantaged young people.  

 

CashBack is a managed fund which allocates funding to partner organisations to delivery projects across 

Scotland. There are also a number of focused smaller CashBack funded grants schemes available.  Each 

fund has its own focus, criteria and funding deadline dates.  Details of how to apply are below.  

 

Youth Work Fund: This focuses on youth work activity and provides grants of up to £10,000. 

Next deadline date: Fund opens annually - this is currently closed for new applications.  

How to apply: Via online application accessed throuh YouthLink Scotland website  

Administered by: YouthLink Scotland  

Contact: cashback@youthlinkscotland.org  or  0131 313 2488 

 

CashBack for Creativity Open Arts Fund - This focuses on youth work sector and/or those working with young 

people to support the delivery of free arts activities.Grants of up to £10,000 available.   

Next deadline date: Fund opens annually - this is currently closed for new applications.  

How to apply: Via online application accessed through  YouthLinkScotland website   

Administered by: YouthLinkScotland & Creative Scotland  

Contact: cashback@youthlinkscotland.org  or  0131 313 2488 

 

Small Grants Scheme-  Provides funding of up to £2,000 to grassroots groups and units from Youth Scotland, 

Clubs for Young People Scotland, Girlguiding Scotland, Scouts’ Association, Girls’ Brigade Scotland and The 

Boys’ Brigade. 

Next deadline date: Rolling annual deadline dates are: 1 March, 1 June, 1 September, 1 December 

How to apply: Via  online application accessed http://www.cashbacksmallgrants.org/   

Adminsitered by: Youth Scotland 

 

http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/youngstartfund
mailto:enquiries.scotland@biglotteryfund.org.uk
http://cashbackforcommunities.org/
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Prince's Trust Development Awards - These are small grants made to individuals to  help to cover costs such 

as: course fees, transport or equipment to help young people get into education, training or employment. 

Next deadline date: There are no set dates 

How to apply: The Prince's Trust Website.   

 

Due to the unique way in which CashBack is funded, it is inherently difficult to forecast when new monies will 

become available. There is no Government budget for CashBack and the Programme relies on the excellent 

work of the Scottish Courts Service, the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal’s Service and all the other 

agencies involved in enforcing the law, to fully recover the ill-gotten gains of criminals in order that CashBack 

can invest them back into communities. 

 

The new CashBack for Communities Facilities Fund offers grants to not-for-profit community organisations 

working with young people (aged between 10 –24) within the sports and outdoor learning sector to upgrade 

equipment and improve facilities in areas where there is identified need. 

Grants of up to £150,000 are available for the following: 

• Development of Sports/Physical Activity or Outdoor Learning Facilities. 

• Refurbishment of Sports/Physical Activity or Outdoor Learning Facilities. 

• Purchase of Sports/Physical Activity Equipment or Resources. 

• Purchase of Outdoor Learning Equipment/Resources. 

The Fund will support up to 10% of revenue costs where they are directly related to the successful delivery 

of the project. Examples of this include: 

• Running costs. 

• Insurance costs. 

• Specific staff training. 

To be eligible projects must: 

• Take place between 15 July 2016 and 30 June 2017. 

• Target young people in Scotland between the ages of 10 and 24 years. 

• Create high quality sport and physical activity experiences for disadvantaged young people and 

tackle inequality. 

• Break down barriers to participation in sport and physical activity caused by disadvantage, such 

as poverty, disability, rural isolation. 

• Focus resources in areas where there is an identified gap in existing provision. 

• Support community based organisations working with young people within the sports and outdoor 

learning sectors. 

• Provide evidence of sustainability. 

• Support and encourage the involvement of local people (particularly young people) in the 

development, management and running of the project. 

Full details can be found on the YouthLink Scotland website 

 

Ragdoll Foundation  

Deadline: Apply at any time 

The fund has up to £50,000 available to support the cultural sector’s work with children and young people 

where the concerns of childhood can be heard. Preference will be given to innovative projects that share the 

same values of imagination and creativity as the Ragdoll Foundation in particular those projects which have 

a deep commitment to listening to children and allow the perceptions and feelings of children themselves to 

be better understood. They are mainly interested in applications that involve children during their early years, 

but appropriate projects for older children (up to 18 years) will also be considered. Ragdoll Foundation – 

Open Grants 

http://www.youthlinkscotland.org/Index.asp?MainID=18576
http://www.ragdollfoundation.org.uk/portfolio/grant-giving
http://www.ragdollfoundation.org.uk/portfolio/grant-giving


 

 
Updated September 2017 
 

 

Scotch Whisky Action Fund 
 
Launched in December 2013, the five-year £500,000 Scotch Whisky Action Fund offer grants of up to £25,000 
to support and develop a range of projects/initiatives which deliver targeted interventions designed to tackle 
alcohol-related harms across three themes: young people under the age of 18 years; families; and 
communities. 
 
Applications from new/innovative or pilot initiatives which aim to test new approaches within these themes 
and which will offer learning that others can use are particularly welcomed as are applications from existing 
projects which can demonstrate success in reducing harm. 
 
Funding is available for the following: 
 

• Preventative projects that aim to reduce alcohol-related harm within communities, families, and young 
people aged 18 and under. 

• Projects that aim to educate people and communities about the dangers and consequences of 
misusing alcohol. 

• The development of new, innovative projects designed to reduce alcohol-related harms. 

• Pilot projects that will test out new initiatives and ideas designed to promote responsible attitudes to 
alcohol consumption and prevent alcohol-misuse. 

• Projects that promote alternative leisure and lifestyle choices for adults and young people to prevent 
alcohol-misuse. 

 
The funding can be used for: 
 

• Salary costs for new posts. 

• Running costs and venue hire for the expansion or development of services and activities. 

• Sessional worker costs related to new services and activities. 

• Volunteer expenses. 

• Small items of equipment where these are needed to expand or develop services and activities. 

• Miscellaneous start-up costs. 
 

The Highland Children's Trust  

This is a charitable trust set up in 1983 following the closure of a local children's Home to help with the 

educational needs of young people in the Highlands of Scotland. It helps students, schoolchildren and 

families meet the costs of education. Please check what we offer and our eligibility criteria before submitting 

an application to see if you think we can help. 

The grants available for:- 

Student Hardship Funding 

If you are at college or university and finding it hard to manage financially, the Trust may be able to help with 

a small grant towards your expenses. 

School or Educational trips 

If you have a child attending a Highland school who wants to go on a trip and you cannot afford the whole 

cost, we may be able to make a grant towards your child attending if they would not otherwise be able to go. 

Family Holidays 

https://www.foundationscotland.org.uk/programmes/scotch-whisky-action-fund.aspx
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Where a family would not normally be able to have a holiday, The Trust  runs a scheme whereby the children 

of a family (accompanied by an adult) may have a holiday.  No foreign holidays are considered - a copy of 

the current scheme can be obtained by application to the administrator 

Educational items for children with special educational needs 

In certain circumstances help may be given towards the cost of educational equipment for children who have 

special educational needs 

Contact:  

The Highland Children’s Trust 105A Castle Street Inverness IV2 3EA 01463 243872. info@hctrust.co.uk 

http://www.hctrust.co.uk/Welcome.html 

 

Other Funding 

The Life Changes Trust 

The Life Changes Trust welcomes applications from organisations and individuals in Scotland with 

experience of dementia who are seeking funding to produce resources that equip and encourage people 

suffering with dementia and their carers can apply for grants of between £500 and £7,000.  

Organisations and individuals who have experience of dementia and live in Scotland including people living 

with dementia; organisations that work with those living with dementia; current carers; and former carers   

The awards will support people living with dementia and their carers in Scotland to share knowledge and 

helpful information with each other by creating peer to peer support resources, such as leaflets, DVDs, 

videos, etc. Eligible projects/resources must have long term value/relevance (at least three years). 

Resources must be practical and truly reflect the experiences and needs of people living with dementia 

and/or carers.  

The resources created through the fund will also provide a valuable source of education and information for 

people who want to know more about dementia, such as hospital or care home staff, relatives or friends.  

The deadlines for applications are 1 September 2017 and 2 February 2018.  

Further information is available from the Life Changes Trust’s website.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@hctrust.co.uk
mailto:info@hctrust.co.uk
http://www.hctrust.co.uk/Welcome.html
http://www.lifechangestrust.org.uk/people-affected-by-dementia/funding-opportunities-0

