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Glenurquhart Centre have been shortlisted for the 

M&S Energy Fund regional category for £12,500 to 

install Solar PV to reduce the carbon emission of their 

building; they would also welcome your support too! 

Votes Flooding in for Shenval Hydro   

 PLEASE HELP 

Have you voted yet? A big thank you to everyone who 

has already taken the time to cast their vote, but if you 

haven’t already heard, we would really appreciate 

your support.....  

Soirbheas has been named as a potential beneficiary 

of a grant from the 2015 Mark & Spencer Energy 

Fund with a chance to win £40K. 

If successful in winning the funding, Soirbheas pro-

poses to invest in the Shenval Hydro scheme being 

developed in Glen Urquhart. 

The money generated from this investment would al-

low Soirbheas to launch a new Apprenticeship Grant 

Scheme for people aged 18 – 25 years.  The scheme 

will assist young people in gaining a Modern Appren-

ticeship Qualification and encourage them to stay in 

the area, in addition to supporting local business’ 

growth by developing skilled staff.  

To vote use your mobile  
scanner APP to scan this code or 
register your vote  at 
www.mandsenergyfund.com. You 
can vote for as many  
projects as you wish. Voting closes 
at 23:59 on 30th September 2015. 

Club & Volunteering Fair 

Soirbheas are working in partnership with High Life 

Highland to try to generate a bit of a buzz in Glen       

Urquhart and Strathglass. Recent research we have   

undertaken highlighted that many of us don’t know 

what’s going on in the area.  So, in a bid to spread the 

word and encourage more people to become actively 

involved a Club & Volunteering Fair will take place on 

the evening of Tuesday 6th October, from 7-9pm at 

the Craigmonie Centre in Drumnadrochit.   The event 

will be an opportunity for clubs and groups to show-

case their activities, promote events and attract new 

members and volunteers.  There will be demonstra-

tions, taster sessions and a chance to meet and chat 

with club representatives. Whatever your age, if want 

to take up a new hobby or sport, would like to help out 

in your community or simply want to know what’s going 

on - then come and join us. Entrance is free!  A Club & 

Group Directory will also be available on the night, 

don’t forget to pick up a copy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earlier in the year Soirbheas under took an extensive 

piece of research into the needs of the elderly and vul-

nerable, including young people. The research has 

highlighted the key issues for the Glens and will be 

used by Soirbheas and its partners to improve life for 

local people.  

The research identified that across the groups there 

were a number of commonalities particularly around 

these 4 themes: 

 Communication (including broadband & mobile   
services) 

 Transport & independence 

 Money worries 

 Health & diet 

The next stage is to finalise a 

partnership delivery plan for a series of short, medium 

and long term projects to address the key issues. To 

request a copy of the report email info@soirbheas.org 

or call 0751 445 2783. 

Insight into Community Needs 

Shenval Burn 

https://www.mandsenergyfund.com/project/28827/
mailto:info@soirbheas.org


Please get involved... 

Are you a Soirbheas member? Membership is free 

and open to anyone 12+ who is a local resident.  Why 

membership matters? Input from the members is        

important; as Soirbheas evolves we need to ensure 

we are in touch with what our communities need. If 

you are already a member, please make sure we 

have your up-to-date contact details.  

  

Call for directors and steering group members to 
assist on specific projects - Previous board experi-
ence is not required as the necessary induction and 
training will be provided. Soirbheas directors are all 
volunteers and are expected to attend a board meet-
ing every six weeks, if you would like to be a part of 
Soirbheas’ future then please contact us. We are 
looking for help in a wide range of areas - you don’t 
have to be an expert, enthusiasm and passion to 
make a difference is what we need!  

Working towards a more vibrant, growing & greener community.  

Updates  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tattie Project  

Back in the spring, as 
part of the Green Living 
Tattie Project, Soirbheas 
distributed 2,000 seed 
potatoes via the 3 prima-
ry schools in the area. 
Despite being a pretty 
poor growing season 
we’ve had good reports 
of decent tattie crops. We are hoping to run the project 

again next year and    en-
courage even more of you 
to pick up a garden fork 
and grow! Keep your eyes 
peeled for community Tat-
tie Sale dates in our 
spring newsletter. 

 

Superfast Broadband Roll Out 

Despite the delay in the roll out of phase 1 next gener-

ation broadband, it looks like there will be good news 

for some of you. Cabinets will be installed in Cannich, 

Balnain, Drumnadrochit and possibly Struy (in phase 

2). Unfortunately, if your home is located further than 3 

km from a cabinet, you’re unlikely to benefit at this 

time. However not giving up on our vision of Superfast 

flowing throughout the Glens… Soirbheas is continuing 

to work with Community Broadband Scotland to       

explore options to reduce the number of service gaps.  

It would be great if you’d like to help us by being part of 

a working group focusing on this topic - get in touch. 

How to get in touch: 
 

Carol Masheter, Community Development Officer 
Email: carolmasheter@soirbheas.org,  

Phone: 0751 445 2783, visit the website: 
www.soirbheas.org or  like us on Facebook or     

follow us or Twitter. 

Getting Energy Wise  

With the aim to promote Eco awareness Soirbheas  

have developed a Energy Saving and Renewables  

educational pack. The aim is to provide  information, 

activities and   support to pupils, staff and families to 

reduce their carbon emissions. The pack is a collection 

of fun, interactive sessions to help everyone gaining 

knowledge to benefit both school and home. To launch 

the pack we hope to visit all three primary schools in 

our area in the autumn 

to provide an introduc-

tory session to pupils 

and staff.  The aim is 

that children will be 

able to put what they 

have learned into  

practice to encourage  

positive energy reduc-

tion steps in their own 

homes! 

 

Grants  

In April we celebrated our first 12 months of the 

Soirbheas grant programme being launched;  £30,285 

of grant funding has flowed into the local community 

benefiting dozens of people (see website for details) in 

Glen Urquhart and Strathglass.  The next deadline for 

Tier 2 (£501 - £10,000)  applications is 25th October, 

Tier 1 (up to £500)  will remain open as long as funding 

is available.  
 

Soirbheas is keen to support groups to access other 

funding opportunities - check out the Funding section 

on the website or have a chat with Carol our Communi-

ty Development Officer for guidance.  

“Leeking & Tattie” Boat at 
Cannich Bridge Primary  

Tattie harvesting at 
Glenurquhart Primary  

Testing out energy saving games  
with Cannich Bridge Primary 

This summer's output has seen a marked improvement 
on last year due to the poorer weather. The windfarm is 
performing well with no problems for the past 6 months.  

mailto:carolmasheter@soirbheas.org
http://www.soirbheas.org
http://www.soirbheas.org/grants-awarded/
http://www.soirbheas.org/other-funding/

