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Investing in the communities of Glen Urquhart & Strathglass 

Autumn 2014 Newsletter  

Date for your diary: Real Living Event  
Saturday 4th October  

Craigmonie Centre, Drumnadrochit from 10am - 4pm  

 

The Real Living Event is part of Soirbheas’ Green Living       

project, which is a programme of activities to reduce carbon  

emission in our communities and help us have warmer 

homes. This is a FREE event aimed to inspire you.  There will 

be lots of useful information and advice to help save you 

money and live a greener life! 

Come and enjoy: 

Recycling craft exhibition  

Bill Buster! Energy saving & renewable energy session 

Children’s storytelling and craft corner  

Growing Fruit & Veg + Gardening for pollinators  

Recycling and composting information  

Refreshments available between 11am—2pm 

Enter our Green Awareness quiz and much more…  

 

Try - FREE Fuel Efficient Driver Training  

FuelGood - One to one training with an Approved Driving  

Instructor (sessions last 50 minutes). You will complete a  

circuit twice, once before training and again after training. 

Miles per gallon is measured for both circuits to provide    

evidence of the effectiveness of the training, so you can see 

for yourself how much you can save. Places must be pre-

booked so please call Carol on: 0751 445 2783 or email:   

info@soirbheas.org for further information. 

 

Visit - Green Homes  

Opportunity to visit a Green Home owner in the area (with 

renewable heating systems installed) who will be opening 

their doors as part of the Green Homes Network Open day.   

To book a Green Homes appointment call: 0808 808 2282 or 

visit: www.greennetworkopendays.org.uk/open-properties.php 

 High speed broadband is coming… but maybe not to you! 

The rollout of Digital Scotland Superfast Broadband (DSSB) 

being delivered by BT is on its way… to some of us in the 

Highlands. Rollout has already started in some areas. How-

ever details are still not confirmed at this stage about our 

glens and which postcodes will receive coverage. It is antici-

pated, because of the geography of the area, that some 

gaps in coverage WILL exist. Soirbheas will continue to work 

with Community Broadband Scotland to try to address any 

gaps in provision. We are keen to set up a working group to 

explore possible options, so if you are a long way from your 

exchange or keen on ensuring broadband is available to 

everyone in the glens please get in touch. 

Soirbheas is pleased to announce that to date four Tier 
1 (up to £500) grants have been awarded to local groups: 

 Grant Awards - Tier 1 

  

Soirbheas 

Objective 

Strathglass Community Council: 
Planting/hanging baskets for Struy, 

Cannich & Tomich. 

Enhance public 
amenities. 

Strathglass Community Council:  
Christmas meal for the elderly. 

Providing services 
for the  elderly. 

Glen Urquhart Piping Society: 
Purchase of drums 

  
Provision or  

improvement of 
recreational  

facilities. 

Strathglass & Affric Community  
Company: 

Strathglass Gala Day - Hire of pipe band 
& bouncy castles. 

Deadlines for applications for Tier 2 Grants (£501 - 
£10,000) are: 29th November 2014 & 27th March 2015.  
Tier 1 (up to £500) grant applications can be submitted at 
any time.  Don’t miss out on your group’s opportunity to 
get funding; please visit the website or contact Carol if you 
have a grant enquiry or wish to discuss a potential project.  

Grant award presentation on 5th July in Drumnadrochit. 



Soirbheas needs you... 

How to get in touch:  info@soirbheas.org, visit the  
website www.soirbheas.org or call Carol Masheter,  

Community Development Officer on  0751 445 2783.  

Are you a member? (open to anyone 12+ and a local 
resident).  Membership is free and is not time limited. 
Why membership matters? Input from the members is 
important; as the organisation evolves we need to    
ensure we are in touch with what our communities 
need. If you are already a member, please make sure 
we have your up to date address and email.  

 

Call for directors - We currently have vacancies for  

company directors from Strathglass. Previous board  

experience is not required as the necessary induction 

and training will be provided. Our directors are all     

volunteers and are expected to attend one board 

meeting per month, in addition to contributing skills in 

the area of their personal knowledge and experience. 

If you feel that your experience would help us and you 

would like to be a part of our future then please contact 

our chair-person, Tanya Castell at:  

tanyacastell@soirbheas.org  

Working towards a more vibrant, growing & greener community.  

For information 

Update on renewable energy projects 

Over the last few months there have been several          

proposed new renewable projects in the glens: hydro at 

Corrimony and a number of sites owned by the Forestry 

Commission. Soirbheas is having ongoing discussions with 

some of the developers who have approached us about 

potential community benefit opportunities.  

Beinn Mhor – Soirbheas is continuing to have discussions 

with wpd Scotland, the developer for the proposed wind 

farm of up to 21MW near Tomich, to secure enhanced 

community benefit should planning permission be       

granted.  Earlier in the year Soirbheas secured a £20,000 

grant from the Community & Renewable Energy Scheme 

(CAREs) to pay for professional advisory services to support 

Soirbheas with these negotiations with wpd Scotland.  The 

legal work was put out to tender and the appointed firm 

has started work on an agreement which would give 

Soirbheas the option to invest in a virtual turbine, should 

the board   decide it was appropriate to do so.  

Corrimony Wind Farm Performance  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Despite the fine summer and one turbine being out of   

operation for a couple of months (due to damage  resulting 

from the power outage in April - which should be covered 

by insurance) overall the wind farm has performed reason-

ably well throughout the last 12 months. 

What else have we been doing…  

The Soirbheas Annual General Meeting took place on 26th 

June at Balnain Hall - the event was well attended with an 

update from Mike Girvan on the Corrimony Windfarm and 

Edward Redmond was reappointed as a director. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the summer, we attended both the Glen Urquhart 

Games and the Strathglass Gala to promote forthcoming 

activities, grant funding and sign up new members. 

Soirbheas hosted a Renewable Energy Session on the 28th 

August in partnership with the Sustainable Energy and 

Mirco-renewables Centre (SEAM Centre) part of Inverness      

College. 16 people attended the session in Drumnadrochit, 

which focused on providing an overview of renewables   

options, the costs   involved and the pros and cons relating 

to each technology.  If you are considering a renewables 

installation why not come along to our Real Living Event on 

4th October as Home Energy Scotland Advisors will be 

there on the day.  

http://www.soirbheas.org

